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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: For God so loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
on him should not perisn, but have eternal life. —John 3: 


1. October 5.—Moses’ Cry for Help . . .Num. tu pall 
2. October 12.—Jealousy and Envy Punished... .. . Jum, 12 
3. October 19.— The Report of the Spies . Num. 13 : 17 to 14:3 25 
4. October 26.—The Sin of Moses and Aaron ae A 20 : I-13 
5. November 2.—Balak and Palaam.... . Num. 22:1 to 23: 10 
6. November 9.—Abstinence for the Sake of Others 


(World’s ‘Temperance Sunday) 


Rom. 14 : 7-21 
7. November 16.—The Death of 


Sea ere Deut. 31 : 1-8; 32 : 48-52; 34: I-12 

8. November 23. —Joshua, the New Leader ..... Josh. 1°: 1-9 
9. November 30.—Crossing the Jordan. . . Josh. 3: 1-17; Psa. 114 
10. December 7.—The Fall of Jericho. . . .. . Josh. 5: 10 to 6 : 27 
11. December 14.—The Sin of Achan...........- Josh, 7 
12. December 21.—The Division of the Land. ....... Josh. 14 
Or, Christmas Lesson—The Word Made Flesh. . . John 1 ; 1-18 


13. December 28.--Review—A Day of Decision. 
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The Partnership 
By Ada Melville Shaw 


6¢ Y father and I know everything 
In the whole wide world, we do!” 
My little son nodded his curls at me ; 
‘‘ Just everything, mother,—true !”’ 


‘“ Then tell me, Sir Brag,’ I teasing said, 
*«* Where, in the world so wide, 

I can find the country of Yucatan ?”’ 
He answered with unmoved pride,: 


‘* That one is father’s to tell—it’s hard ; 
The easies are mine; but we 

Together know all that there is to know!— 
Ask one that belongs to me?” 


From the child’s innocent lips I learned 
A lesson of trust and rest ; 

What matter the mysteries yet unsolved ? 
The problems of life unguessed ? 


One knoweth—lI have no need to know ; 
One careth who best can care ; 

* The easies are mine! ’’—my Father and I 
The whole of the Truth we share. 








Surrender of What? 


We need not wait till we are sure that all wrong 
things are put out of life before entering upon an ex- 
perience of full surrender. Surrender to Christ is not 
a surrender of ¢hings, though it involves that, but of 
self. After days of struggle a young woman had come 
to the place of peace, having given up all to Christ. 
Just after this experience she heard testimony that 
brought a new revelation to her of the evils of the 
dance and thetheater. She had occasionally indulged 
in these pleasures, not counting them wrong, and now 
she faced the struggle as to whether to give them up. 
She was thrown into dismay, feeling that her former 
experience of surrender to Christ was unreal, and that 
the thing needed to be done all over again. © But when 
she recognized that it was simply the old self strug- 


gling against giving up pleasures that had been dear 
to her, she gladly surrendered them ; the discourage- 
ment disappeared and peace returned, Only one sur- 
render is needed, that of self, and as each new temp- 
tation arises or an undiscovered sin is revealed, we 
may abide in that first surrender by choesing to let 
Christ, and not self, settle the new question. 


=x 
Assured Fruit-Bearing 


What a Christian man zs counts more for the 
Kingdom than what he may be doing directly for 
Christ. The ‘‘much fruit’’ that Christ promised to 
those who abide in him is not limited to what we can 
see or measure, for indeed it is measureless. A 
Christian leader of wide influence once confided to a 
friend his deep discouragement at what he thought 
his failure ; as he looked at the evidence of his fruit- 
bearing, he was wondering whether after all he was 
living the Christ-life. His friend a short time before 
this had been in a group of men who were talking 
earnestly of the victorious life in Christ, and the name 
of this same Christian leader and what he stood for 
was the incentive in that group toward reaching after 
higher things. His friend knew, too, that far and 
wide the Spirit was using the fact of this man’s sur- 
rendered life to bear much fruit, according to the 
Lord’s promise. And the Master is doing this in dif- 
ferent ways for every life that isabiding inhim. How 
important, then, to care for the adding, and to let 
Him take care of the fruit. 


so 
Only the Best Allowed Here 


Nothing less than a perfect life is God’s goal for 
every one of his children. In the final working out 
of his plans for them he will tolerate no half-way at- 
tainment. A faint reflection of this is seen in what is 
said to have been the standard set up by one of the 
most successful business men that America has ever 
known. He stimulated exceptional effort and ability 
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by his open-handed liberality in rewarding such a 
spirit ; but he tolerated no mediocre worker among 
those in his employ. This was worldly wisdom, 
prompted, doubtless, by the desire for the largest 
possible profits in the business. From a very differ- 
ent desire, but with a more keen-visioned insistence, 
God is calling men into an eternal fellowship with 
himself in which no mediocrity will be tolerated. 
When the business man found that one who sought to 
work for him was below a certain standard of ability, 
this one was promptly removed from the business. 
Those who will not receive the perfect life of God 
through Jesus Christ are, by their own choice, cut off 
from fellowship with God. But how good it is to 
know that, as we yield to God's plans for us, we enter 
upon a life from which every trace of imperfection is 
to be forever purged away. Are we making the full 
appropriation of that Perfect Life our daily purpose 
and prayer ? 
=x 


Trusting the Physician 

God cannot do his best for those who try to 
share his responsibilities with him. When we go to 
a trustworthy physician, we expect to let that phy- 
sician have complete charge of ourcase. No matter 
what our feelings or fears about ourself may be, we 
turn the whole case over to him. We know that it is 
his knowledge, his skill, his medicine, his treatment, 
that is our hope ; and we fix our attention on all this, 
no matter what we know of our own needy and dis- 
eased selves. Why shall we not be as ready to trust 
Christ, the Master Physician? It is because we know 
that our human physician will do his best for us, and 
that that best is something quite apart from ourselves, 
that we hopefully trust him, Our Master Physician 
not only pledges himself to do his best for us, but, in 
every spiritual need, he pledges absolute and perma- 
nent healing to every one who submits to him. This 
work of Christ is his responsibility, not ours. And it 
is something quite apart from ourselves, Let us trust 
Him without trying to share or even understand his 
healing work for us, 


Dedicating Our Disturbances 


T IS a never-ending surprise to most of us to find 
how little we are able to lay out our work and do 
it as we would. Our natural ideal of work is 

that it should proceed according to a_ well-laid 
plan, and be finished just as we intended, and just 
when. And after a thousand failures we begin again, 
still believing that if we had enough determination 
we could resist interruption and bring things out as 
we intended. But there is a world of difference be- 
tween the paper plan and the day as it unrolls itself 
before us. Things we never could think of come up 
so peremptorily that the best worker in the world 
often has to give way and do something other than he 
intended. It, is one of the hardest things in life to 
find that we cannot do with our days just what we in- 
tended to do ; and when we find that we never carry 
a plan through with quite the precision we wished, we 
are apt to grow discouraged and think ourselves but 
poor workers, But as the prophet once said: «It 
is not in man that walketh to direct his steps.’’ 
What we have wished to do is altogether to our 
credit, but it is notin us to do it. When, therefore, 
anything is not in. us, it is no disgrace that we can- 
not do it. 

People often give themselves the blame for situa- 
tions which are not their fault at all. - Especially is 
this true of those disturbances which are all unfore- 
seen, but come across our best laid plans every day of 
life. Sometimes for a long period they prevent our 
doing anything at all toward the purpose we have 


most at heart, and our hearts fail us as we reflect that 
if we had been stronger persons we should have car- 
ried everything right through to its finish. But under 
God’s hand our very disturbances may be made to 
further the great purpose of our lives. 

No man could have been more sensitive than Paul 
to the order of duties and the efficient performance of 
them. A martinet by training, a religionist whose 
natural bent would be for making everything as trig 
and four-square as possible, he was sensitive to the 
point of suffering to all disorder. Naturally he was 
for uniformity and symmetry, and for harsh dealings 
with people who broke it up, or even with his own 
feelings and pleasures if they stood in the way of his 
plan. But what was his life? Scarcely anything 
went as he intended it should, and all through his 
marvelous life it seemed as if he were always having 
to do something different from what he had planned. 
When he would be forward with some great scheme, 
there would come the disastrous interruptions which 
would take him for long periods of time quite away 
from what he considered his main object. His life 
was a mass of fragments. Again and again when he 
felt that what he needed most was a clear course and 
time to Carry some one undertaking through to a con- 
clusion, he would find himself involved in disturb- 
ances so serious as to imperil everything. 

Now the glory of Paul was that when he found that 
disturbances were about all the materials he had to 


work with, he simply accepted the situation, and re- 
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solved that he would dedicate them. If we say that we 
will not work until we have all things to our liking, or 
if we wait until all the circumstances are propitious 
and the winds have died down, we shall miss one of 
the greatest means of serving God, Pride must go in 
many ways, and there is no better way to get rid of it 
than to be always willing to work with what materials 
we have. 

Few men ever made fuller use of the agitations and 
hindrances of life than Robert Louis Stevenson, He 
worked under all kinds of circumstances, and was 
never haughty or exacting about what they should be. 
If he had waited until he felt better, he would have 
waited forever, It became almost a religious matter 
with him to employ whatever form his circumstances 
or his health might take ; and in one of his beautiful 
prayers he faces the coming day with all its ‘‘ chances 
and mischances,’’ and prays: ‘* When the day returns, 
return to us our Sun and Comforter, and call us up 
with morning faces and with morning hearts—eager 
to labor, eager to be happy, if happiness shall be our 
portion—and if the day be marked for sorrow, strong 
to endure it.’’ 

If one ever becomes a good workman he has to 
learn first to disregard these forever varying moods 
which in most of us are as changeful as the sky, and 
refuse to leave it to these to say what he can or cannot 
do. There are times when we are not at our best, 
and cannot feel that our work will be very vivid that 
day, but at least we can do the best that is in us for 
that day. Often enough the threatening mood passes 
away as we warm to the effort, and we find that we have 
done as well as ever we did. If the plan for the day has 
been deranged, many will simply refuse to employ 
the fragments of it for the work on which they started, 
and defer it until another day. They want to ded- 
icate to that work a large, clear space. But God 
rewards our dedicating what we have and our doing 
what we can, 

How much of our life has been wasted already by 
deferring things until we feel more like it! It does 
seem like a desecration to commence some fair piece 
of work which is worthy of the best there is in us, and 
have to begin it with low feelings and little enthusi- 
asm, Yet it is a deception to wait for the glow to 
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come before we start. ‘* There is many a fine piece of 
work done with a heavy heart,’’ as George Eliot said. 
Yet if we have a slight headache, or have had a hard 
day, or did not sleep well the night before, or if the 
weather is depressing, and we do not feel just right, it 
is so easy to put it all off. This trickery of our feel- 
ings may go so far as to put us farther and farther away 
from efficiency. And it may be that to ask for ecstatic 
feelings as a preliminary to doing our work and serv- 
ing God may be. as selfish as to insist on wealth or 
fame or any other luxury. 

The Psalter is a book of personal agitations and 
inward tumults and outward troubles, dedicated and 
lifted up and offered to God. We could not do with- 
out these upheavals and fragments of human experi- 
ence which their authors doubtless considered as ‘‘ im- 
perfect offices of prayer and praise.’’ We find no 
fault with the Psalmists that they did not always feel 
like work ; we are glad they did not when we have 
felt the work done upon our own souls by their lift- 
ing their disturbances into the light of God's coun- 
tenance. 

It is natural to wish that we might always be work- 
ing at full power, but that is asking a great deal. 
Paul never supposed the universe stopped or the 
Kingdom went backward because he could not carry 
through every program to the letter. These annoy- 
ances might work forhim. As he said : ‘‘ Tribulation 
worketh stedfastness,’’ and then stedfastness would 
work something else. He used everything, and so 
must we, 

That smooth, orderly progression which we imagine 
as the proper and ideal exercise of our powers never 
existed with any man. With our Lord Jesus himself, 
that Life which is our sovereign rule and inspiration 
had to be described as ‘‘all that Jesus began both to 
do and to teach.’ Teachers and preachers and 
workers of every kind, if they will lay this to heart, 
will find that everything may be turned to account, and 
that everything may minister to their main purpose. 
And all these things may even enrich it. We need 
not be disappointed that we are often disturbed when 
we discover that God accepts these very perturbations 
of ours, and can make them the materials of his 
kingdom. 





Accepting Our Crucifixion 
When Christ died on the cross and rose again, 
he did for humanity all that humanity will ever need 
for the crucifixion of its sin-poisoned self and the replac- 
ing of that self with the life of God, On the cross and in 
the Easter tomb the great work was finished., It only 
remains for us to recognize and accept that‘work. The 
question, ‘‘ Can self be completely crucified ?’’ asked 
by a Georgia reader, was answered in this department in 
the Times of September 6 by pointing to the finished 
work on Calvary of the Son of Man, who included in 
himself all of humanity when he died on the cross, 
saying, ‘‘ It is finished,’’ yet whose work is effective 
only for those who receive him as Saviour and Life. 
This reader now raises another vital question: 
I am glad you said ‘‘ we need only look at the cross to see 
there in literal reality the final death of ourselves, to be ap- 

ropriated, and experienced, moment dy moment. by faith in 

im.'’ ‘The phrase, ‘‘moment by moment,"’ was illuminating 
to me ; yet there is still one question about this glorious truth 
of the finished crucifixion of the ‘‘ old man’’—rather about 
the appropriation of it. After we give self to Christ for cruci- 
fixion, and accept his perfect work for us, and himself as our 
Life, then if we find some time under sudden temptation a 
wrong feeling ({ do not mean real anger, but a secret stirring 
of impatience), are we to think we have not been /wdly cruci- 
fied? And are we to continue thereafter asking Jesus to 
crucify us? 

Jesus cannot add anything to the work of his cross. 
It was a finished work,—finished as only God can 
know the meaning of that word. But Jesus can en- 
able us to see what the work of his cross was. When 
we fail to see it, or fail to remember it, we fail to re- 
ceive the results of that work as our present and ex- 
perienced possession. 

On the cross Jesus Christ, Man and God, did two 
things. He forever paid for all men the penalty of 
their sin. And he forever broke for all men the 
power of sin in their life. Those who reject Christ 
as*Saviour thereby insist upon paying the penalty for 
their sin themselves, and they lose the entire work of 
his cross. Those who receive Christ as Saviour are 
free from the penalty of their sin ; but they are not 
free from the power of their sin until they recognize 





that on the cross Christ delivered them from its power. 
Therefore it is that there are so many Christians in 
the world to-day defeated by the power of sin. They 
have recognized and accepted only part of Christ's 
work for them. They have appropriated their salva- 
tion from the penalty of sin, but not from its power. 
Yet this second part of Christ’s work for them was 
finished just as completely on the cross nineteen 
centuries ago as was the first part. Christ can do 
nothing to add to it,—except to show them that the 
work done for them is a finished work, and is theirs 
for the taking. 

One who has received Christ as Saviour, and has 
unconditionally surrendered to Christ everything that 
he is and everything that he has, can at once accept 
in his own life the full fruits of Christ’s completed 
crucifixion, on Calvary, of that one’s ‘‘old man’’ or 
carnal self. He need never again ask Christ to 
crucify him ; but he must often remember, by an act 
of the will, that Christ did on Calvary crucify him 
as part of humanity. 

The work done for us is a finished work. Our act 
of «ppropriating the work done for us is never fin- 
ished while we are in this body: it is an unceasing 
act of faith, which must be continued moment by 
moment so long as we live in the flesh. If we find 
that there is a break of any sort in the experienced 
death of self, with resulting sin, it is not because 
Christ's crucifixion of us was not completely done, 
nor that we need to be crucified more or crucified over 
again, but simply that we need to look at the cross 
again, or look more searchingly, to see our fin- 
ished crucifixion in Christ. The trouble is not in 
any lack of crucifixion which Christ wrought for us, 
but in our lack of appropriating that crucifixion. And 
the way to appropriate it is simply to look at the 
cross, seeing there not only Jesus, but ourselves in 
him, crucified with him. 

Let us not be disturbed or confused if unanswerable 
questions come to us in this mystery of our union with 
Christ. The whole blessed mystery is utterly beyond 
our human comprehension. But it is the most prac- 
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tical and miracle-producing fact in the world. «‘‘ We 
who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized 
into his death.’’ That death was a finished death, 
for him and for us ; nothing can ever add toit. And 
‘‘our old man was crucified with him, that the body 
of sin might be done away, so we should no longer 
be in bondage to sin.’’ ‘Even so, reckon ye also 
yourselves to be dead unto sin, but alive unto God in 
Christ Jesus.’’ Instead of our asking Christ to do 
something more for us, he longs to have us quietly 
accept by faith what he has done. When we do this, 
we find that like as Christ was raised from the dead 
through the glory of the Father, so we also walk in 
newness of life. 
x 


Climbing Back 

There are times when we seem ready to let go of 
everything that means life and happiness and right- 
eousness, and fall away into—we know not what. If 
we are ever thus tempted, let us remember the ex- 
perience of which a reader in New York State tells. 
He is a man who has known what it is to be delivered 
from the bitterness of Satan’s service by the power 
and grace of Jesus Christ. He writes : 


I want to tell you astory. It may be useful to you—maybe 
to many. 

This spring I witnessed a nearly serious accident. Two 
boys were up on the roof of a barn, repairing it. ‘The largest 
and oldest sat astride of the ridge holding a rope which was 
tied about the other boy, who was doing the actual work. 

A slip and a roll, and the little fellow was over the eaves, 
dangling thirty feet from the ground. The larger boy hun 
on alate : but his strength was unequal to the task of pull- 
ing the other boy back. All he could do was to sit tight and 
hold fast—and yell, ‘' I am holding vou. Climb up.” 

The little fellow did manage to pull himself back, hand over 
naa when the older boy said: ‘‘I held on. I'd never have 

et go.” 

The little fellow replied: ‘‘ Huh! do you suppose I'd have 
tried to climb back if I didn’t know that."’ 

I had forgotten about this, or rather it had not been looked 
at from all sides by me, when on May 30, Decoration Day, I 
was down home for the holiday, to stay over Saturday and 
Sunday. ‘Things did not go just right, and I was sorely dis- 
appointed, and cross, when something upset me altogether. 
Talk about the Devil getting into a fellow! I had a whole 
regiment of them in me ; and I started off for , intending 
to go to hell direct. 

I have always been unable to realize that God's help is 
actual help. I could always point out some other source from 
which the help came. But as I traveled along, Decoration 
Day, I kept hearing the boy on the roof saying, ‘‘I'll never 
let go. imb back.’” Then it seemed as if some one was 
talking directly to me and repeating over and over, ‘I will 
never let go. Climb back.”’ 

And I did, thank God. 


How much surer God's holding on is than ours:! 
It is not only his holding of the rope, but his holding 
of us, that is our hope and safety.’ The man who 
walked along the road that day in hopeless discour- 
agement may not have known it, but even while God 
was saying to him, ‘‘Climb back,’’ the everlasting 
arms of God himself were underneath him ; and it 
was because of this, and not because of his own 
strength, that he was enabled to answer the call from 
overhead and regain his place of safety. 

After all, we never need to do any climbing or 
fighting to get away from the power of sin. The 
great and victorious fight with sin is never our fight, 
but it was Christ's fight; a fight that he finished 
nineteen centuries ago, when, on the cross, he ‘‘de- 
spoiled the principalities and the powers,’’ and ‘¢made 
a show of them openly, triumphing over them.’’ To 
reach Christ's own place of victory, we need only do 
something easier than climbing: yield. As we who 
are Christ's, conscious of our own helplessness, yield 
in surrender to him, he at once restores us to the place 
of victory on his very throne. He has done the 
climbing ; he has done the fighting ; he has done the 
conquering. The best way to ‘‘climb back”’’ is to 
rest, in helplessness and trust, in his everlasting arms. 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


UR Father, Friend, Redeemer, and Portion : Under thy 
flaming touch, let us who are strangers to each other 
this hour melt and fuse in one with thee, with one an- 

other, and with all mankind, in radiant fellowship—never more 
to live the life of moral isolation. Quicken our trust in thee, 
our sympathy with men, our appreciation of diverse human 
values. Cure our dislocations. So remove all ugliness from 
our souls, all vanity, false pride, greed, bitterness, acidity, 
dislike, and every grudge or antipathy, that no one else shall 
seem ugly or hateful to us. Disclose to us the beauty of na- 
ture, the harmonies of the universe, and the hidden charm of 
the most unlikely human character. Break down those vicious 
walls of indifference or prejudice or self-absorption which bar 
us out from the lite of sympathy and service. Extract the 
venom of sin from our system, and infuse there the winsome- 
ness of Jesus and the beauty of God. Make us such vital sons 
and daughters of God, so invested with and dominated by thy 
grace, that our lives shall shine and our very presence be a 
blessing. 
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The Highway of Guidance 


By James H. McConkey 


Author of 
“ The Threefold Secret of the Holy Spirit” 





‘He leadeth me" (Psa. 23 : 3). 
‘* Present your bodies a living sacrifice '’ (Rom. 12 : 1). 


A® THE traveler journeys through a strange coun- 
try he finds it covered with a network of by- 
ways. Some skirt the banks of swift-flowing 
streams ; others plunge into the great forest and are 
soon lost in its depths. Some make their way up the 
steep mountain-side until they reach its lofty summit ; 
others pierce great landed estates, and meander 
through lawn, field, and woodland copse. All these 
are byways, and most of them private ways. In them 
you and I would be trespassers, for they are not meant 
for us. But in addition to these byways the same 
country will be overrun with broad highways. Stretch- 
ing from town to town and city to city run these great 
highways of shining sand, or rich red clay, or gray 
macadam, And they are the ways of the people. 
They are free to all who will walk therein. 

Even so is it in the Christian life. Men say, ‘‘God 
has never revealéd to me any individual plan for my 
life. I have never found his byway of guidance for 
me.'’ And that may be true. Perchance you have 
never seen God’s byway for your life. But here is a 
greater truth. Have you ever entered into God's 
highway ? For running all the way through this Book 
of God, and blazoned upon every page of it, is a great 
highway. It is the highway of consecration. It is 
for all believers. No one who walks in this highway 
need ever fear missing God's byway. And the rea- 
son most men are missing the particular call of God 
to their own personal life-work is because they have 
never obeyed the general call of God to all believers 
to enter upon this highway of dedicationtohim. ‘If 
any man willeth to do my will, he shall know of the 
teaching.’’ Here is an absolute promise of guidance. 
But to whom? To the child of God who yields his 
own will to do the will of God. 

Away up in the north country a Christian mission- 
ary was speaking to his Indian friends of consecration. 
Presently, as he spoke, an old Indian chief arose, 
walked forward, and laid his tomahawk at the mis- 
sionary’s feet. ‘‘Indian chief give his tomahawk to 
Jesus Christ,’’ said he, and sat down. Still the mis- 
sionary spoke on of the love of God in Christ Jesus ; 
of the gift of his Son for us, and of his claim upon our 
lives. Rising from his seat the old chief walked for- 
ward once more to the front. Unwrapping his blanket 
from his shoulders he laid it at the preacher's feet, 
saying, ‘‘ Indian chief give his blanket to Jesus Christ.’’ 
Again he sat down. But still the messenger preached 
on concerning the love of God in Christ. Still he 
showed how God had rifled heaven of its choicest gift, 
and sent Him to earth to redeem us lost men and give 
himself for us. Presently the old chief was seen to 
disappear from the meeting. By and by he came 
leading his pony to the tent door. He tied it toa 
stake, and again walked up the aisle. Facing the 
missionary, he said, ‘‘ Indian chief give his pony to 
Jesus Christ."’ Once more he took his seat. He had 
given about all he had—all the ¢Aznmgs he had. Have 
some of us too given Him things instead of ourselves ? 
And now as the missionary preached of the God who 
spared not his only Son, but freely gave him up for 
us, he pressed upon his hearers the claim of Jesus 
Christ upon the life. Then the old chieftain arose 
for the last time. He walked forward with tottering 
steps to the front of the tent. He kneeled down rev- 
erently before the missionary. With tears streaming 
down his bronzed cheeks he said, with trembling lips, 
‘* Indian chief give Azmse/f to Jesus Christ.’ Then, 
through the open portal of a yielded will, he took the 
first blessed step into the highway of consecration, 

Mark first concerning this highway that 


It is a Highway of Love 


Why does love follow in the train of consecration ? 
Why shall the children of God who enter the highway 
of dedication know the love of Jesus in their hearts ? 
Because ‘‘ The fruit of the Spirit is love.’ And as 
we yield the life to Christ in dedication, it gives the 
Spirit of God opportunity to bear his fruitage of love 
in our hearts and lives. And so the more the life is 
yielded to Christ in consecration, and the more that 
consecration is lived out in it, the more will the love 
of Christ himself flow forth in a stream of life to others. 

Have you ever noted that after Paul has gone through 


5 the ice. 


men through you. 
> é - 


Some of us find it hard to be satisfied with life. 
We know that our far-off future will be cared for, 
for we have committed that to Christ. But in the 
meantime life is not rich and full and joyous and 
free. And we long to have itso! Well, we can 
have it so. We can enter to-day upon the High- 
way which “‘ echoes with the shouts of victory.”’ 
Oh, it is a wonderful road to travel ! 








this wonderful catalogue of gifts in 1 Corinthians 12, 
he shows ‘‘a more excellent way.’’ There is one gift 
more wonderful than all these. This gift is the climax 
and consummation of all gifts. Such is God's word 
concerning Christian love. It is the summing up of 
all gifts. The man or woman to whom there comes 
the gift of love in Christ Jesus has the mightiest 
equipment for Christian service possible for any indi- 
vidual believer. 

Into the life of a dear brother of my own came this 
experience. The winter was ending. The ice was 
breaking in our native river. The freshets were 
piling it up in great gorges along the banks, A few 
miles above our home was a little town at which an 
immense ice gorge had formed in the river. Just 
below this gorge was an island, upon which the gorge 
had imprisoned eleven men, women, and children. 
Every one knew the fate which awaited them. The 
instant this huge ice gorge with the great weight of 
water behind it should break, it would sweep those 
lives out of existence. My brother learned of the sit- 
uation. Putting fifty dollars in his pocket he hastened 
to the little town. Arriving there he found the people 
waiting on the banks of the river for the catastrophe 
which seemed inevitable. Stepping up to the crowd, 
he offered the fifty dollars to any man who would 
attempt the rescue of the imperiled ones. But not a 
man stirred. Again and again did he repeat the offer, 
but there came no sign of response. Then he sent a 
little lad into a near-by store for a line. When he 
brought it out my brother tied one end of it around 
his waist, and offered to join with any man who would 
rope himself to him in an effort to rescue the lives 
that were in instant jeopardy of death. Immediately 
four men leaped to his side. They roped themselves 
to the same line of peril with himself, and these five 
men, picking their way over the dangerous gorge at 
the imminent hazard of their own lives, brought in 
safety to the shore every man, woman, and child upon 
When my brother had offered money to the 
people on the river bank, not a man stirred. But 
when they saw him give himself, and saw the love for 
those imperiled lives that was back of it, it drew them 
to his side in an instant. 

And so shall it be with you, my friends. 
you be a famous singer ? 


Would 
You may give your match- 
less voice. Would you stand high in some chosen 
profession? You may give your best brains and it 
shall be done. Would you chisel your way to fame 
in marble, or paint it upon canvas? You need but 
give yuur artistic talent with its years of toil, and it 
shall be accomplished. But if you are going to enter 
into the biggest business in God’s universe,—that of 
transforming men’s lives, that of shaping the immor- 
tal destinies of men and women, that of uplifting and 
inspiring the lives of those with whom God brings you 
in touch,—if you want this to be the aim of your life, 
then you must give yourself. And when men see you 
give yourself, a strange and beautiful thing will hap- 
pen. The young man and young woman who sit at 
your feet as learners, or who toil in your employ, will 
come into a new experience. Into their hearts will 
steal a high and divine purpose. They will tie them- 
selves to the same great life-line which binds you, 
and with you will give themselves to the task of reach- 
ing out for lost men. 

Oh, what a magnet is the love of Christ through 
us! Hear these words: ‘‘ And I, if I be lifted up, 
will draw all men.’’ The Christ of love lifted up on 
the cross is drawing all men ; and that same Christ, 
pouring forth his love through your heart, will draw 
Some day some of these splendid 
young men whose lives you are influencing will turn 
their faces to the foreign mission field. Some day 


they will stand in a pulpit, preaching the unsearch- 


able riches of the gospel of Christ. Some day, as 
successful business men, they will be giving their skill 
and their gold and their time to Christ and missions. 
Yea, mayhap some day out in the dark lands, when 
some faithful missionary is asked the question, ‘‘ What 
brought you here? How came you to the foreign 
field ?'’ the answer will come: ‘‘Away back in my 
little home town I had a school-teacher who was 
yielded to God. She lived the love life. I saw it in 
her face. I heard it in her words. I felt it in her 
life, and it drew me, it drew me, and that is why I 
am here to-day.’’ 

‘* He leadeth me.’’ But whither is he leading you ? 
First into this highway of love. For how vain would 
it be for him to lead you into his individual byway of 
service for your life until you first knew the touch of 
his love. Though you could speak with the tongues 
of men and of angels, though you possessed the rarest 
personal gifts, though your intellectual equipment were 
that of a genius, though you could cleave your way to 
the highest pinnacle of success in your chosen byway 
of activity, yet, if you had no touch of his love in your 
heart, it would profit you nothing to lead you into your 
pathway of individual service. He has a ‘‘ more ex- 
cellent way.’’ He would, as you enter into this high- 
way of consecration, make your inner soul to glow 
and burn with that love for lost men which will be 
your supreme furnishment for the pathway of special, 
personal ministry in which he will then make your 
life so rich and fruitful. 


It is a Highway of Power 


Is the power of the Spirit for the many or for the 
few? Is it a highway or a byway? It is clearly the 
former, ‘‘Ye shall receive power, when the Holy 
Spirit is come upon you,’’ said Jesus. All who re- 
ceive the Spirit are meant to know his power. There 
is no monopoly of such power. The man who 
walks in the way of consecration shall know the power 
of the Spirit of God. 

I have a Christian railroad friend, a passenger con- 
ductor on a train running into a Southern city. One 
morning on his usual run he was sitting beside a 
wealthy turpentine merchant. Presently the train 
stopped at a wayside station. A young man, visibly 
intoxicated, stepped aboard the train. He dropped 
down beside a companion with the words, ‘I drank 
a quart of whisky since five o'clock this morning."’ 
And then he went on with a perfect stream of profan- 
ity and blasphemy. 

My friend stood it as long as he could. Then he 
said to his companion, ‘‘1 cannot endure this any 


longer. Please excuse me.’’ He arose and crosséd 
the aisle. The companion of the young man vacated 
his seat. The Christian railroad conductor sat down 


beside the blasphemer. 

‘‘T have listened to your profanity, young man,"’ 
said he, ‘‘ until I cannot bear it any longer. My dear 
boy, have you a mother and father ?"’ 

‘« Yes,’’ replied the young fellow. 

‘¢ Are they Christians ?’’ asked the conductor. 

‘« They are,’’ said the boy. ‘*‘ My father is an offi- 
cer in a church.’’ 

‘*Well, young man, can you imagine how your 
mother’s heart would bleed if she stood here and 
heard you blaspheme the name of Christ as I have 
heard you this morning? Why, she would not take 
all the silver and gold in the world, and hear that.’ 

And then as he went on with increasing earnest- 
ness my friend put his arm over the profaning boy's 
shoulder, and pleaded with him to cease from his 
manner of life. 

Presently the boy broke down utterly. He put Ins 
head on the conductor's shoulder, and sobbed out his 
penitence like a child. As they dismounted at the 
end of the run the young fellow made an appointment 
to meet the conductor at his room at the hotel to talk 
it over with him. And talk it over they did to a 
finish. It ended in the young man giving his heart to 
Christ. The next year the conductor learned that he 
was superintendent of a prosperous little Sunday- 
school, and giving noble testimony for Jesus Christ. 

But the stream of power from this. Christian rail- 
road man's life did not end there. The wealthy tur- 
pentine merchant had witnessed the whole scene, and 
heard the conversation. As the conductor started 
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toward his hotel he heard his name called. Looking 
around he saw the merchant standing beside his team, 
which had come to meet him. 

‘* Hold on, conductor, I want to say something to 
you. I was listening to your conversation with that 
young man, You did not mean it for me. But I 
want to say this: I am awealthy man. _ 1 havea good 
wife and children, and a comfortable home. Yet I 
never in my life read a chapter from the Book nor had 
a prayer with them. Conductor, your talk has reached 
my heart. I am going home this very night to set up 
my family altar, and from this time on I will bea 
different man,”’ 

Out from that conductor's life had flowed a stream of 
power from God. Not the power of great scholarship, 
or eloquence, but the power of the Spirit of God, 
pouring its stream through the life of the man who 
walked in this highway of God, the highway of a con- 
secrated life. It is a highway in which all of us may 
walk, Shall we not enter therein? — 


h is a Highway of Manifestation 


‘*He that keepeth my commandments, I will mani- 
fest myself to him,’’ says Christ in John 14: 21. 
What does he mean? He could not have referred to 
his bodily manifestation, because that was already 
with them, Already they were looking inte his face. 
‘They were hearing the tender tones of his familiar 
voice. His loving eyes were searching them through 
and through as he gazed upon them. He wasclearly 
not speaking to them of his bodily presence. He was 
revealing to them the great secret of the manifesta- 
tion of himself in their souls, What was that secret? 
He who would see the face cf Christ must walk in the 
path where Christ walks. If we live-in his will we 
shall know the manifestation of his presence. 

It is like this: Suppose you are my dear friend, 
You have been absent in a strange land for many 
years. I hear you are in the city. I write and ask 
you to tell me where I can see you. You say, ‘* You 
May find me any time this afternoon walking on Broad 
Street between two certain points.’ I go downtown. 
I begin to walk up and down Market Street instead of 
Broad. Hour after hour I walk, but have no mani- 
festation of your presence. I go back and write vou 
of my disappointment, You answer: ‘‘ You kept 
your tryst in the wrong street. If you want to see me 
you must come where I walk.'’ 

Even so is it in the Christian life. How shall we 
know him in our inner soul? If we want to see the 
Master’s face, we must walk in the Master's path. 
*¢1f any man will come after me,’’—what? Let him 
walk in the. pathway of his own self-will? Nay ; let 
him deny himself. You cannot meet Christ in the 
pathway of selfishness, for he never walked that path- 
way himself. ‘*A body hast thou prepared me,”’ said 
he. ‘‘Lo, lam come to do thy will.’’ He gave that 
body to do his Father's will, even to the bitter mo- 
ment when he ** bare our sins in his, body upon the 
tree."’ And now he is saying to us, ‘‘ Present your 
bodies a living sacrifice."’ Andwhy? For the same 
purpose,—to do his will. God has given us our 
bodies for the same purpose that Jesus Christ had his : 
to do the Father's will. When we walk in that path- 
way, we shall walk with him and know his manifesta- 
tion, For that is what consecration means, It is 
simply leaving the pathway of self-will to walk in the 
pathway of the Master. And he who walks in the 
highway of Christ's will shall know the spiritual mani- 
festation of Christ in his innermost soul as none other 
can possibly know it, 


It is a Highway of Revelation 


1 had been living by the banks of the Mediterranean 
all winter. Many a time had I stood by its shore. 
Many a long walk had I taken along its white sands. 
But the time had come for me to leave my winter 
home. Taking my bicycle—for I was traveling 
a-wheel—I started up the mountain road which led 
from the beautiful city where I had been wintering. 
Moment by moment I steadily climbed the steep 
Summit until I reached the highest point of the road 
overlooking the water. The great inland sea lay at 
my feet, an infinite expanse of beauty; the surf broke 
in snowy whiteness upon the beach two thousand feet 
below me ; lovely islands slept half-submerged in the 
blue haze ; white sails dotted the horizon in the dim 
distance ; the telegraph wires were droning their song 
in the gentle breeze ; heaven seemed to brood over 
the spot with a holy awe. It was a scene of transcen- 
dent loveliness. As my soul feasted upon it in the 
hush of the afternoon hour, I realized that I had never 
really seen the Mediterranean until I saw it from this 
lofty highway of the Corniche road. 

Ah, my friend, you who are living the self-centered 
life, you will never really see life until you see it from 
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the lofty view-point of God’s own highway of conse- 
cration. You may dream its dreams; you may sing 
its songs; you may hear the roar and tumult of its 
conflicts; you may grasp after its prizes; you may 
float at ease upon the stream of its numberless pleas- 
ures, but you will never really see life until you see it 
as God sees it for you, and is lovingly and tenderly 
waiting to showit to you. And when you stand upon 
that uplifted place of consecration, and look out over 
the broad expanse of God's will and purpose for your 
life, what a vision it will be for you! Then will dark- 
ness flee away; then will faith grow steady; then will 
groping cease ; then will the bewildering labyrinth of 
human plans and pathways vanish away, and blazed 
like a pathway through a great forest will lie your trail 
of life marked out by God from all eternity, and only 
waiting for you to hear his word, ‘‘ Follow thou me.’ 

‘*He leadeth me.’’ But whither? Into this high- 
way of consecration. It is the first sight which greets 
the believer's eyes as he steps out from the crimson 
fountain which has cleansed his sin-stained soul. It 
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confronts him like a great triumphal arch, opening 
into the pathway of his life of ministry. A pierced 
hand flings open its portals before his eyes. A voice 
from the Redeemer of his soul cries out, ‘‘ 1 beseech 
you, present your body a living sacrifice.’’ Its gates 
are crimsoned with the blood of him who gave him- 
self for you. Its archway is empurpled with the rich 
clusters of fruitage the hidden Vine in the heavenlies 
is seeking to bear through you, his yielded branch. 
It echoes with the shouts of victory of those who walk 
its blessed path. It is resplendent with the glory of 
God which shines from the lives that walk therein in 
the light of his face-to-face presence. Oh, what a 
highway is this! Have you entered it? 
WRIGHTSVILLE, Pa. 
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An Unbooked Saint 


How Margaret and Jim Earned their Home 





By Sarah C. Neely 





HE was standing under an old maple in her tidy 
back yard, turning the handle of her washing- 
machine. Everything about her dress and ap- 

pearance was clean and neat, like the yard. When 
she stopped working, six families in the little Penn- 
sylvania town in which she had always lived could say 
of her that she had done their washing and ironing 
faithfully for them for forty years. 

In the first few years of her married life, she often 
did not turn the machine herself, for, whenever her 
husband could take the time from his work, he did it 
for her. Jim Hudson was a good carpenter then, 
neat and industrious, with a pride in his work such as 
his wife Margaret had in hers, Both were ambitious 
to own the little frame house in which they lived. 
They had borrowed the money that bought it from 
the building and loan association of the town. Each 
Saturday evening they walked together to the court- 
house and proudly paid in the little sum they had 
saved, It would take many years to pay it all back, 
but they were young and could work. 

The first few years Jim did well at his trade ; then 
he began to use some of his earnings in ‘‘treating’’ 
the ‘*boys,’’ among whom he was very popular. 
First, once in a long time, then Saturday evenings, 
then oftener, then every evening. Gradually he left 
the work about the yard to Margaret, and never had 
time now to turn the washing-machine for her. He 
still collected the bags of clothes the first of the week, 
and carried home big baskets with their piled-up, 
spotless contents, at the end of the week. But on 
Saturday evenings now Margaret went alone to the 
room in the court-house. And it was her earnings 
only that went into the building and loan association 
to pay for the little frame house. 

Margaret and Jim had one child, a girl, who had 
married early and gone to live in a near-by city. Her 
husband was a successful painter, and Jennie had a 
comfortable home and one little daughter. Each 
summer she brought the child home to see her grand- 
parents. As the years went by, Jim had less and Jess 
part in his little granddaughter, who was almost afraid 
of the rough-looking, untidy old man whom she 
vaguely knew as ‘‘grandfather.’’ While Jennie was 
home she helped her mother with the ironing, and 
hers was no unskilled aid. Margaret need not now 
fear the work done by other hands than her own. 
‘«Jennie is home for a month’s visit,’’ Jim would tell 
each of the six families, as he put down the basket of 
clean clothes. ‘‘She’s a fine hand to help.’’ 

This month’s visit from Jennie and her little 
daughter was the one relief in Margaret's busy year. 
We must not call it her hard year, for Margaret would 
not agree to that. ‘‘I like to work,’’ she would tell 
you, with a placid content on her large features. As 
time went on, Jim worked less and less, was harder 
and harder to please, and less and less helpful to 
Margaret. And still she worked cheerfully, still she 
spoke to Jim with the sweet respect that was natural 
to her. She made the best of Jim, as she did of every- 
thing in her life. “ And then she loved Jim, and, be- 
cause she was Margaret, she would always love him. 

Year by year Margaret added a little to the pay- 
ments on the house. Jennie would have paid it all 


long ago, but Margaret would not listen to it. ‘It 
would spoi? it all,’’ she told her. ‘* We've worked so 
long to pay it off ourselves. Going up to the court- 
house Saturday evening is the best part of the week."" 
Margaret always said ‘‘we’’ when she spoke of the 
payments on the house ; that was Margaret's way. 

A summer came when Jennie found her mother 
very tired and things going badly with her father. 
Jennie never blamed or criticized her father when she 
was home on her visits. But near the end of her stay 
she proposed that her mother should go home with 
her for a little rest. Margaret’s bright blue eves 
pondered it a moment. ‘*Why, Jennie, I'd like 
to, but I can’t make out to leave your father. He's 
not so well now, and he’s used to me to look after 
him.”’ 

After Jennie went home, Jim got a-steady job; a 
rare thing for him now. He had been working two 
days when a slow procession came up to the little 
frame house, bearing Jim on a stretcher. Margaret 
heard the steps and raised her placid eyes. to the com- 
ing figures. She rested her hand a moment on the 
washing-machine till the approaching sight became 
real to her, and then turned quickly and made ready 
for him in the spare bedroom. The men put him 
down tenderly. ‘‘It was Bob Walters,’’ they told 
Margaret ; ‘‘he slipped and was near falling from the 
scaffolding. Jim saw him, and leaned over and helped 
him get hold again, but Jim slipped himself and fell 
clean to the ground.”’ 

Margaret smiled her deep, gentle smile.. ‘‘ Jim 
always was one to help a comrade,”’ she said proudly. 
It was good to feel proud of Jim again. ‘‘ What does 
the doctor say ?’’ she asked the men as they passed 
out. ‘‘He’ll live maybe a couple of years, but he'll 
always be a cripple,’’ they told her. 

Margaret cared for him faithfully during the two 
years that he lived. He never drank now. The Jim 
of their first married years seemed to come alive when 
he risked his life to save one of the ‘‘boys.’’ ‘If 
you'll take care of me, Margaret,’’ he promised, ‘I'll 
let the drink alone.’’ Margaret's quiet eyes glowed. 
Her Jim had been a hero, and he wasn’t going to 
throw himself away on the drink any more, and by next 
Saturday night they could pay the last instalment on 
the house. She was glad she hadn’t seen her way 
clear to go to visit Jennie. She shuddered as she 
thought of her Jim coming home like that and not 
finding her there. 

When on that last Saturday evening Margaret came 
in from her trip to the court-house, she sat down in a 
big arm-chair by Jim’s bed. ‘* We own our little 
home now, Jim,’’ she told him, as they looked hap- 
pily into each other's eyes ; ‘“we’ ve worked hard for 
it, too, haven't we ?"’ 

The ‘‘boys’’ buried him, and Margaret had to 
comfort poor Bob Walters, who sobbed like a child. 
‘*You'd have done it for him, Bob, if you’d had a 
chance. He did just right.’’ 

After it was over, Jennie took Margaret back with 
her to the city. ‘‘I can make out to stay a while, Jen- 
nie,’’ her mother promised, ‘‘ but then I must go, back 
to the little home we worked so hard to earn."’ 

GETTYSBURG, Pa, 
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The World that Gropes in Darkness 


Is it God or Satan for whom. the unnumbered Christless millions ignorantly grope? These are pathetic pictures 
of their darkness, seen “From the Missionary Watch Tower” by Professor Harlan P. Beach, D. D., F.R.G.S. 


a) 








HOUSANDS will grope after an unknown Power 
to-night when they fall asleep. In order ‘‘ to 
bring about communion with the Divine and to 

induce ecstatic visions,’ the Niger negro will drink 
«* fetish water,’’ just as our Creek Indians in Florida 
used to prepare ‘‘ black drink,’’ and as the Samoyeds 
of Siberia to-day use a poisonous toadstool. Such 
visions are to secure a revelation of the will of the 
dimly-imagined gods, 

Paul on Mars’ Hill told the proud Athenians that 
God had made of one ‘‘every nation of men to dwell 
on all the face of the earth, having determined their 
appointed seasons, and the bounds of their habitation ; 
that they should seek God, if haply they might feel 
after him and find him.’’ In our world to-day to 
‘* feel after him’’ describes the condition of a blind 
person, or of a man in the dark, groping after some 
power or some helper or some avenger whose aid is 
needed, and the ‘‘haply”’ is written large over the 
groper’s seeking. Such is the condition of most of 
the lower races of men, as well as of many millions of 
the lowest classes in the enlightened countries of Asia. 

The dreams of lower races are more v.vid than ours, 
and it is commonly believed that the soul has left the 
body, and has been ushered into the very presence of 
these dream creations. Some of the forest tribes of 
Brazil are so devoted to dreams that Spix asserts that 
they never seem fully awake; while the ancient Mexi- 
cans went farther and ‘‘ developed the doctrine that 
this life is a dream, and that death is the awakening, 
the passing into a living condition.’’ If a Brazilian 
Bororo dreams that an eneiny is approaching, his whole 
village will decamp and seek another remote site. 


N A Sumatran island, ‘‘the wife of Solago, who 
afterward became a leading supporter of Chris- 
tianity, dreamed that she saw at a great distance 

a large man with his feet on the earth and his hand 
reaching to heaven. He became smaller and smaller 
till, as alittle man with a white garment, he sat down 
on a stone and said: ‘I come from heaven and have 
to ask you people of Lolowau if you go to church at 
Lahusa? Are you willing to follow the teaching of 
God ?’ Then they prayed together, and he once more 
exhorted her to go to the missionary that he might 
show her the way of life. Next day the whole village 
came to be taught, and the idols were thrown away. 
This dream had a decisive effect upon the whole dis- 
trict.’” 

The writings of Buttner, Kruyt, and Merensky 
abound in incidents which show that dream-gropings 
after God brought vastly more than the gropers had 
expected, and the astonishing work of the Baptists 
among the Karens and of the Presbyterians in Laos 
is partly built upon early foundations of dreamers 
groping after a god of the thick darkness. 

At an altitude of a mile and a half above the sea in 
eastern equatorial Africa, I was trying to find traces 
of religion among a race which possibly occupies the 
fourth rung from the bottom of that tenuous ladder 
leading from the depths of African heathenism upward 
into the light which lighteth every man that cometh 
into the world. Two names for God—one of an ab- 
sentee deity long ago quiescent, another of a sort of 
man of wondrous knowledge, not dead but afar off— 
and (before the kraais of the devout) a bared bit of 
earth into which were stuck a circle of broken sticks, 
were all that I could discover that even suggested re- 
ligion. 

UT what were those sticks ? No missionary could 
tell me, nor could the wise old chief and his 
counselors, By an induction from known facts in 

other parts of tne ancestor-worshiping section of Africa, 
I have no doubt that they were symbols of ancestral 
trees and then of the souls of dead ancestors whom these 
black gropers depended upon to give them consolation 
and direction in their troubled lives. I see a Mandan 
Indian squaw sitting by the spot where her liege lord 
lies buried, talking hour after hour into that earthy 
telephone, trying to extort from the dust and its sup- 
posedly indwelling soul the secrets of the future. 

On a South Sea island a bitterly maltreated daugh- 
ter lies prostrate upon her mother’s grave, pouring 
out her soul to the only other soul who ever really 
loved her, and who now, according to current belief, 
has both power and knowledge to help her bereft 


child. While we do not believe with an eminent 
writer that ‘all religions have crystallized around the 
tomb,’’ you will find three hundred millions of the 
citizens of the Chinese Republic some day of next 
April in pilgrimage to the graves of their ancestors, 
where they will worship the soul of the departed, 
which is the most real divinity known to that millen- 
nium-old nation; and India’s shradda ceremonies hold 
in their thrall two hundred millions more. Why? 
Partly because of that filial longing for a powerful 
Father, and also because the departed spirit’s ‘* pow- 
ers for good and evil are increased by its translation 
to another sphere of existence ; and to secure its 
assistance, or at least its neutrality, is the aim of that 
cult of the departed souls and of the spirits of ances- 
tors.’’ 

That light and its dreaded counterpart, darkness, 
have been hands which darkened men have clutched 
that they might become sons of the light, there is 
abundant evidence. Some hold that Tsuni Goab, the 
red light of dawn, the opponent of Gaunah, dark sky, 
was once the supreme deity of the Hottentots ; and a 
Polynesian myth describes Tangaloa, the father of 
gods and men, as having two eyes,—the right the 
sun, the left the moon. Even the poor, desperately 








On the Missionary Firing Line 


Dark Continent Prayer-Meetings.—When one reads 
of a Southern Presbyterian mission station in the heart of 
Africa, that the mid-week service has an attendance of 600, 
that the six o’clock morning prayer-meetings are attended 
by some 200 people, and that there is a catechumens’ class 
of 130, it proves what God can do in the Dark Continent. 


Old Chang’s Prayer.—Seventy-two-year-old Chang, a 
Chinese colporteur, was overheard in.this revealing prayer : 
‘* Prepare men’s hearts to receive the Word, Help me to 
give my testimony. Don’t let conceited men argue with 
me. Don’t let the books get wet. Show me how I am to 
get over swollen rivers. Don’t let the dogs bite me. 
Take care of my wife.’’ 


When Hungry for a Bible Class.—In March last the 
Country Women’s Bible Class of Pyeng Yang, Korea, 
brought together over 450 women, some of whom in the 
bitter cold weather walked in more than eight miles each 
morning and back home for the nights. It was the only 
way in which they could attend the class; and the glad 
opportunity for study and Christian fellowship banished all 
thought of hardship. 


Pentecostal Results.—The famous Uganda Mission of 
the Church Missionary Society after all these years re- 
mains almost Pentecostal, The latest statistics report for 
1912 about 10,000 new adherents enrolled, more than 
6,000 men and women baptized, more than 9,000 new 
pupils in the.schools, making a total of 74,937 young peo- 
ple under instruction, the native lay agency numbering 
2,785, over 2,000 new communicants, raising the roll to 
23,236, and $22,650 contributed by the Africans. 


Missionary Bargains.— Here is what five shillings 
($1.25) will do in Ceylon (not the entire ten bargains, but 
any one of them), according to The Foreign Field: Sup- 
port a Bible woman seven days, who will visit fifty homes ; 
provide a cloth and jacket each for eight village girls ; buy 
187 Gospels in Sinhalese or Tamil; provide a Christmas 
treat for 75 school children; provide 375 school children 
with thimbles ; pay‘for the annual whitewashing of a vil- 
lage school; provide a catechist with a suit of white 


-clothes ; provide 62 children with a First Standard Reader 


each in Sinhalese or Tamil ; buy 47 cocoanuts. 


A Prayer for Brothers in the Darkness 





Thou who art the Light of lights, and in whom there is 
no darkness at all, we most earnestly beseech thee to 
look in fatherly compassion upon the nations which 
know thee not. Be thou with the dreamers to-night, 
and through their visions may thy light shine in no 
uncertain way. Dispel perverted dependence upon 
dead fathers and mothers, and from the worship of 
departed spirits may thy children be led to the Liv- 
ing Father of all men, the creator of spirits. May thy 
light illumine the darkness of fearful souls and lead 
them to the Light of the world. May thy still, small 
voice be heard above the tempest and the whirlwind, 
and thy power be manifested above all the fearsome 
beliefs of misguided men. O thou great and almighty 
God and Father, infinite art thou ; have compassion 
upon the littleness of thy children, and bring them out 
of their darkness into the marvelous and saving Light 
of thy Son our Lord Jesus. Amen. 


low Andaman Islander makes Puluga the creator of 
all things, the undying, of the nature of light, who 
lives in the sky where the sun and moon placed him, 

Darkness holds aboriginal Australians in awful 
dread, not because, like our children, they are afraid 
of the dark, but because it is peopled with spirits who 
walk in gloom seeking whom they may devour. 
Supreme among them is Cuchi in the form of a snake 
or nocturnal bird, whose angry growl is the thunder, 
whose breath is the whirlwind, whose fitful campfire 
is the aurora australis. High heaven as the dwelling- 
place of light is prominent in many primitive beliefs. 


ARTHQUAKES, whirlwinds, deluging storms, the 
blinding lightning, and other meteorological phe- 
nomena, have been fingers of God which primitive 

men and many cultured peoples have dreaded as in- 
dicative of the wrath of Deity. From the days when 
Indian Rishis sang their Vedic songs, having these 
manifestations of power as their themes, and ever since 
the Psalmist indited the twenty-ninth of our collection, 
‘«The Voice of Jehovah in the Storm,’’ down to our 
times when the Indian retells the myth of Huracan, 
the hurricane, and of Huemac, the Strong Hand, god 
of earthquakes, —the voice of Jehovah has been speak- 
ing powerfully to his children, The materialistic his- 
torian, Buckle, had much to base his assertion upon 
when he said that natives of lands where earthquakes 
are common are unusually superstitious ; but super- 
stitions of various sorts, let us remember, constitute 
the nearest approach to religion that at least a tenth 
of the human race know. 

Vastness is an idea which Max Miiller, with his 
Vedic obsessions, made very prominent in religion ; 
and even China’s greatest Sinologue, Dr. Legge, used 
practically the same argument when he expounded the 
ideogram for Heaven as ‘‘ the one Great,'’—a state- 
ment that he could hardly have made’ had he been a 
student of the earliest forms of the ideogram, which 
clearly show a heavenly man who stands perfectly 
upright, while the similar one for man is bowed and 
decidedly strenuous. It is vastness, probably, which 
impelled those mysterious dwellers of Easter Island to 
chisel out their colossal images, and which caused his 
votaries to make at Pegu a reclining Buddha 180 feet 
long, the hugest idol that I have ever seen. It is 
probably largeness which underlies the Mohammedan 
assertion’ that God is so great that it is 72,000 days’ 
journey between his eyes. The boundless sea, the 
high arch of blue ether which roofs in our little world, 
the broad and far-extending prairie, —‘‘ godland'’ the 
Aztecs called it,—have suggested to millions of our 
brothers and sisters the infinite God whom they yearn 
—though unwittingly—to know and serve. 


ISTEN to these gropers after God as they voice their 
longings, sometimes like ‘‘an infant crying in the 
night... and with no language but acry.’’ ‘*O 

Lord, we know not what is good for us. Thou knowest 
what itis. For it we pray’’—so a Khond petition in 
India runs, One of our Sioux heathen cried out : ‘*O 
my grandfather, the Earth, I ask that thou give me a 
long life and strength of body. When I go to war, let 
me capture many horses and kill many enemies. But 
in peace, let not anger enter my heart.’’ One of the 
Navajos, with a longing for the beautiful, thus prays : 
‘‘O Lord on high, whose youth is immortal, ruler 
above, I have made you this offering. Preserve my 
body and members ; preserve it in beauty ; make all 
things beautiful ; let all be completed in beauty.’’ 
Sometimes it is a formula of this sort, reported by 
Donald Fraser from Livingstonia: ‘‘The suppliant 
prayed to his spirit A (a relative), that he would pray 
to B (the spirit of A’s father), that he would pray to C 
(the spirit of B's father), that he would pray to D (the 
spirit of C’s father), that he would speak to the Great 
God.”’ 

The gist of too many prayers of primitive peoples 
is an echo running through the centuries of the old 
prayer of the Rig Veda, ‘*O God, prosper us in get- 
ting and in keeping,’’—too commonly characteristic 
of our own petitions. Many of them are ‘‘ vain repe- 
titions,’’ and hence are the magical formulz which 
Jesus forbade. But is it not true that the non-Christian 
nations are saying to Christians to-day, ‘‘ Brothers, 
teach us to pray'’ ? 

YaLe UNIVERSITY. 
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The Forum of Methods in Graded Work 


Successful experiments in hand-work, home-made programs, and the grading of an old-fashioned 
primary department, are described this month in the page edited by Mrs. Maud Junkin Baldwin 





How We Do Hand-Work 


HOUGH we are out in the country and have only 
the church auditorium for our entire school, we 
use the New International Graded Lessons, in 

the Beginners’, Primary, Junior, and Intermediate 
Departments. We have two grades of primary chil- 
dren,—second and third-year grades, We hope to 
have a first-year grade as soon as we can find a 
competent teacher, who will attend regularly. 

After teaching the lesson of the day we talk over 
the lesson for the following week. The teacher then 
explains the meaning of the pictures, how they should 
be drawn or colored, or what copying or story of the 
lesson she may want written, The child goes home, 
studies the folder and does the hand-work, as the 
teacher has directed, In this way the child pays 
close attention to the details ; he hears the story and 
picture explained and can study intelligently. When 
he returns the following Sunday the story and scenes 
of the lesson are impressed on the child’s mind, 
The lesson is then easily taught, well understood, 
easily remembered, and the truth is readily grasped, 
and easily applied and appreciated, The children 
enjoy doing the hand-work ; they are delighted to 
show it and explain it, and to compare it with that of 
their neighbors. The reviews are a pleasure ; they 
love to tell the stories and applications and connect 
them with the review pictures. 

We cannot conveniently do hand-work during the 
school session for want of room, so we do the next 
best thing : we do it at home, and find this very sat- 
isfactory. We keep the folders and the hand-work 
and bind them in the folder-covers, and I dare say 
some of the children will be proud of them in after 
years.— Mary C. Wallace, Cedar Grove, Lancaster 
County, Pa. 

% 


Making a Junior Program 


M’xy Junior workers find their greatest problem 
summed up in the word ‘‘time.’’ Even when 
our usual weekly program has been carefully 
pruned to fit the allotted space, there looms up, with 
astonishing frequency, some special service for which 
preparation is required, and our time problem once 
more becomes acute. How, then, shall we plan our 
special service and our Sunday program in order to 
make time to prepare for the coming concert ? 

First and always, let us aim to keep the connection 
between the two as-close as possible. Each service 
may be, in part at least, a natural outgrowth of the 
work of the department, rather than a burden forced 
upon us from without. 

Let us consider certain essential features of the 
special program. It should make as little extra de- 
mand upon the scholars as possible, Therefore, 

1. Do not attempt anything elaborate. <A simple 
combination of songs and recitations, if given with 
enthusiasm, is more effective than an intricate program 
presented haltingly. 

2. Include something with which the Juniors have 
long been familiar—a favorite hymn, a memory pas- 
sage, or a responsive service in use in the department, 
Indeed, the far-seeing eye of the Junior leader may at 
times plan some part of the week/y program with a 
view to a long-distant special service. 

3. In choosing new hymns, select simple music and 
words, Let the air become familiar by using it asa 
piano prelude or postlude before actual drill begins. 

4. Minimize the amount of new material to be 
learned by all. Subdivide other parts, giving a small 
amount to each of a large number of scholars or to 
different classes. 

5. Take into account the fact that the most willing 
assistants in any such program are, as a rule, the 
girls and the younger boys. Use them freely, and do 
not force prominent parts upon those who may be 
diffident or self-conscious. The spirit of the service 
will suffer if many parts are taken unwillingly. 

6. Never require a Junior to mount the church 
platform alone. The program should be given by 
the department as a whole, and each child who speaks 
or sings alone should stand in his own place or one 
step forward. 

Not only should the program be planned in such a 


way as to make little extra demand upon the schol- 
ars, but it should also be of definite service to the 
regular work of the department. Thus : 

1. Include a maximum amount of valuable mate- 
rial in the program—Scripture, a standard hymn, or 
true poetry. Memorizing is not so easy, even at the 
Junior age, that we can overlook this opportunity of 
giving worthy material to our boys and girls. Supple- 
mental memory work or requirements for promotion 
may often serve this double purpose. 

2. Interesting facts concerning certain hymns may 
be told while the hymn is being learned. 

3. Certain parts may be assigned as recognition of 
good class work. 

4- A sense of responsibility may be fostered by im- 
pressing the Juniors with the fact that more is to be 
expected from them than from the younger depart- 
ments. Teach them also that this is an opportunity 
to serve the church which does so much for them. 

The actual form of the home-made program may 
be very simple. 

1. Organ Processional, as the Juniors march to the plat- 

form (using the music of the following hymn). 
Hymn. 
. Group of recitations (Scripture or poetry). 
Hymn. , 
. Second group of recitations, 
. Hymn, 
. Recessional. 


SI OYEY PD 


Theomission of 5 and 6 would make even a simpler 
and shorter program. 

Material is abundant. Many printed services, 
though unsatisfactory as a whole, give helpful sugges- 
tions ; standard hymn-books provide recitations as well 
as songs; Junior collections contain excellent new 
music; here and there among the poets or in newspa- 
pers an appropriate verse meets our eye ; the concord- 
ance leads to Scripture passages upon a given theme. 

In using familiar Bible verses and hymns, it is wise 
to add interest and freshness by combining in some 
new form. For example, prepare a set of questions 
which the Bible words will answer. Use certain 
psalms antiphonally. Make dialogue effective by 
giving different parts to different voices, as in the first 
verses of Matthew 2 and the last half of Psalm 24. 
A semi-chorus or solo parts lend variety to certain 
hymns such as ‘‘ Fairest Lord Jesus,’’ ‘*O little town 
of Bethlehem,’’ ‘‘ As with gladness,’’ etc. 

An appropriate theme must run through each serv- 
ice—one which can be explained to the Juniors, stated 
on the printed program, and readily traced by the 
audience. ‘*The Christmas Story in Song and Verse,”’ 
‘*The Christmas Message’’ (with an appeal for lov- 
ing service), ‘‘ Four Days in the Life of Jesus,’’ ‘* The 
Conquering Christ,’’ ‘* Christ our King,’’ ‘‘ Law and 
Love,’’ ‘«* The Names of Jesus,’’ are a few titles which 
have proved satisfactory. The Children’s Day pro- 
gram may well take the form of an outline or review 
of some part of the year’s work, A department which 
is using the graded lessons must, however, be cau- 
tioned against making this review so thorough as to 
become tedious to the audience. 

The simplest program which the leader may prepare 
will still require a certain amount of definite prepara- 
tion on the part of the Juniors, Carbon copies of the 
new hymns may be distributed several weeks in ad- 
vance for home study, and each teacher may spare a 
few moments from the lesson to drill her class. For 
a few weeks it will be necessary to give up a portion 
of the department session to definite practise of the 
new music. Emphasize the fact that vigorous work 
by each Junior will shorten these rehearsals and pre- 
vent the need of extra ones during the week. Meet 
those who have solo parts at some other time, how- 
ever. In planning the year’s lessons, omit all class 
work on Christmas and Easter Sundays. Excitement 
is usually too great to make it satisfactory, and the 
time may better be given to a ‘‘dress rehearsal’’ on 
the church platform. Plan the smallest details of 
seating, order of march and position on the platform, 
giving written directions in many cases. It is not well 
to have more than two rows upon the platform. Let 
the big boys, who do not like to be made conspicuous, 
be grouped below. 

The leader who has quietly planned a simple pro- 
gram for many months, and has rehearsed it with 


vigor for a few weeks, may watch her Juniors march 
to the platform with the assurance that they will meet 
their responsibilities with loyalty and enthusiasm. — 
Emma Ernestine Porter, Newton Centre, Mass. 


Grading a Primary Department 


HE primary department had been neglected in 
our Sunday-school. The children came, it is 
true, because their parents sent them. But the 

department was not graded, and the work was far 
from satisfactory. 

A class for the training of teachers had been organ- 
ized, and its members were having a vision and a 
new view of their responsibility for and duty to the 
children. The run-down condition of the primary 
department of our school was brought to their atten- 
tion, and with one accord they volunteered to take 
charge of that department. 

The room in which the children held their Sunday- 
school session needed improvement in various ways, 
and the men’s association of the Sunday-school 
helped in this work, They built a new floor and 
platform, and made the room as cheerful and home- 
like and bright as possible. 

At last we were ready to go ahead. Our attend- 
ance averaged about- seventy-five children each Sun- 
day, varying slightly with weather conditions, Each 
child was given a printed card like this : 





Scholar's name, . . 

Pe 6 es ° 

Date of Birth. .... 

Grade in public school . . 
peer Wee ks aes ss 
Parents’ Church connection ., , 
Entered School 
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The children were asked to have the cards filled 
out at home, and then to bring them back to the teach- 
ers. We did not attempt to do any grading until all 
the cards had been returned, and it is surprising what 
an interest the children took in it all. Most of the 
cards were brought back promptly. The children 
who did not return their cards were visited, and in 
about four weeks our information and enrolment were 
complete. All the children under six who did not 
go to school were put in the beginners’ departinent. 
A class of young women had given up their class- 
room so that the youngest children might meet sepa- 
rately and have their own interesting exercises. The 
rest of the children were arranged in six classes, cor- 
responding to the first three years in the public 
school, keeping the boys and girls in separate classes, 
We did not adhere strictly to the age limit, grad- 
ing more carefully in accordance with the capabil- 
ity of the children and their standing in the public 
school. The numbers in each class were pretty 
evenly divided. 

Teachers? Yes, plenty of them, in spite of 
prophecies to the contrary and predictions that we 
would not be able to secure the services of as many 
as would be required. The members of the training 
class who were not teaching in the main school came 
in, some members of other classes volunteered, —both 
young men and women, —until the superintendent in 
charge had to cry, ‘‘Enough; we cannot use any 
more teachers just now.’’ And how these young 
people are developing in the work! We have a 
teacher for each class, who visits and looks after the 
children in that class, coming in touch with their 
home life, knowing their parents, and reporting the 
result of the investigations,to the one in charge of 
the department, who in turn visits the very sick and 
others who need special attention. We expect great 
things from the personal touch of the teachers. 

The Graded Lessons are being used with very sat- 
isfactory results. The little ones can understand the 
stories and grasp the truths taught. Their interest is 
awakened, and they are eager for the story-time and 
anxious to show their knowledge of the memory verse. 
They also enjoy reproducing the lessons on the Pupils’ 
Pads,—this is assigned each week as home-work. 
—Ewmilie F. Kearney, Philadelphia. 
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LESSON I. 


OCTOBER 5. MOSES’ CRY FOR HELP 


Numbers I! : 4-33. Commit verses 14, 15 


Golden Text: The supplication of a righteous man availeth much in its working.—James 5 : 16 





The Lesson Pilot 


By James M. Stifler, D.D. 


Getting Started in Class 


HAT is the most generous and self-forgetful 
act that you personally have ever seen? Tell 
us about it. Didn't you feel as though the 

world was a bigger and a better place after you had 
seen that act of generosity? Not long ago a grou 
of men were seated around a table. They were off 
cially present to administer a great enterprise. ‘The 
subject immediately before them was the engaging 
of a man to ea ag a certain work. The position 
called for a high type of man, such a one as no one 
would think of offering a small salary or of placing 
in a second-rate position, Presently aman was men- 
tioned. For the sake of the story we will call him 
Mr. Smith, although that is neither his title nor his 
name. While Mr. Smith was being discussed some 
one suggested, *‘ Do you think that Mr. Smith would 
object to taking this place because of the fact that he 
would be technically under another man, and he 
would not appear as the leader?” After a pause 
one of the men spoke. He was himself the head of 
a great institution{of learning. ‘I have always tried 
to secure men to work under me whom I felt were 
greater men than I, or men whom I knew would be- 
come far better known and more famous than myself 
when they were given the chance.” He then went on 
to mention one or two men that he had ‘‘made”’ by 
giving them appointment. One or two of those 
names were international in reputation. The rest 
of the men present looked at each other in silence. 
They had seen the inside of a great heart, and they 
were ashamed of their own littleness. So Joshua 
was jealous because Eldad and Medad had received 
the spirit of prophecy when they were not in the im- 
mediate presence of Moses, but Moses himself had 
no jealousy, but rejoiced that any man should share 
with himself the Spirit of Jehovah. 





The Teacher’s Survey 


[The references, except as noted, are to lesson articles in the Times.] 


The first look at the lesson tells us that we have 
made a rey long jump from the thirty-second 
chapter of Exodus, where we last left it, and indeed 
we have. Itis a pity that the unavoidable limita- 
tions of our Sunday-school study do not permit us 
to spend a whole quarter’s lessons on the Taber- 
nacle, the priesthood, the sacrifices, and the pro- 
visions of the lesser law. We ought, however, to 
spend a moment making plain the main points of 
those items that we are passing over as they are 
sketched in the opening paragraphs of Dr. ‘Thomas’ 
article and the readings given by Dr. Erdmafi for 
Monday and Tuesday. Sometimes it ishelpful to a 
class to take a look at the lessons of the quarter on 
which they are entering, as it always must be for the 
teacher. The lesson of to-day may possibly be best 
conceived from the viewpoint of Moses; that is, the 
temptation and fall of the people on this occasion 
are more important in their effect on Moses and the 
change in his government of the people than in their 
effect on the people themselves. Indeed, while the 
sin and the punishment of the people are important, 
the effect of this particular sin in securing the ap- 
pointment of the seventy elders seems to be the main 
reason for its telling. 


The Class in Session 


It was that ‘‘mixed multitude” that became the 
source of the temptation on this occasion. ‘Camp 
followers,”’ Dr. Thomas calls them (v. 4). This is so 
often the beginning of trouble for the children of 
God. There is a sentence of Dr. Erdman’s in the 
reading for Thursday that should be _ re-read, 
‘*Much dissatisfaction in the Christian life may be 
traced to what we hear from others,” etc. Professor 
Clow calls them those who had gone along ‘‘ without 
counting the cost or understanding its spiritual 
issues.” The distaste for plain food and a plain, 
simple life is an old, old story, as Professor Clow re- 
minds us in his second paragraph. ‘The outbreak 
was both childish and shameless. We do not wonder 
that the anger of the Lord was kindled greatly nor 
that Moses also was displeased. But we are some- 
what astonished at the violence of Moses’ words to 
Jehovah about it, for it was to Jehovah that Moses 
went first of all. Professor Clow suggests (in his 
paragraph 3) that Moses was worn down in nerve 
and mind from his year’s work with this stulsborn 
people. Let us make it quite plain to ourselves, 
however, that the cause of Moses’ discouragement 
and complaining prayer is by no means an adequate 
excuse for it. See what Dr. Thomas says about 
verse 11, ‘‘ Depression and discouragement always 


Read Numbers 9-11 


to And Moses heard the people weeping throughout their 
families, every man at the door of his tent; and the anger of 
Jehovah was kindled greatly ; and Moses was displeased. 11 
And Moses said unto Jehovah, Wherefore hast thou dealt ill 
with thy servant ? and wherefore have I not found favor in thy 
sight, that thou layest the burden of all this people upon me? 
12 Have I conceived all this people? have I brought them 
forth, that thou shouldest say unto me, Carry them in thy 
bosom, as a nursing-father carrieth the sucking child, unto 
the land which thou swarest unto their fathers? 13 Whence 
should I have flesh to give unto all this people ? for they weep 
unto me, saying, Give us flesh, that we may eat. 14 | am not 
able to bear all this people alone, because it is too heavy for 
me. And if thou deal thus with me, kill me, I pray theé, out 
of hand, if I have found favor in thy sight ; and let me not see 
my wretchedness, 

16 And Jehovah said unto Moses, Gather unto me seventy 
men of the elders of Israel, whom thou knowest to be the elders 
of the people, and officers over them ; and bring them unto 
the tent of meeting, that they may stand there with thee. 17 
And I will come down and talk with thee there: and I will 
take of the Spirit which is upon thee, and will put it upon 
them ; and they shall bear the burden of the people with thee, 
that thou bear it not thyself alone. 18 And say thou unto the 
people, Sanctify yourselves against to-morrow, and ye shall 
eat flesh ; for ye have wept in the ears of Jehovah, saying, 
Who shall give us flesh to eat? for it was well with us in 
Egypt: therefore Jehovah will give you flesh, and ye shall eat. 

24 And Moses went out, and told the people the words of 
Jehovah : and he gathered seventy men of the elders of the 
people, and set them round about the ‘Tent. 25 And Jehovah 
came down in the cloud, and spake unto him, and took of the 
Spirit that was upon him, and put it upon the seventy elders : 
and it came to pass, that, when the Spirit rested upon them, 
they prophesied, but they did so no more. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons 


% 
Your Lesson Questions Answered 


The references here given are usually to paragraphs by num- 
er, of the various lesson-articles in this issue of the Times] 

Verse 4.—Who are meant by ‘‘the mixed multitude ’’ ? 
(Clow, 1; Thomas; Mackie, 1.) 

Verse 5.—How was it that their memory of Egypt was 
so favorable? (Clow, 1; Thomas; Mackie, 2.) 

Verse 6.—How long had the children of Israel been fed 
with manna? (Thomas.) 

Verse 7.—What was coriander seed, and what was 
bdellium? (Thomas.) 

Verse 11.— Why did Moses think he had not fcund favor 
with God? (Thomas.) ; 

Verse 16.—Who were the elders of Israel? What was 
** the tentof meeting’’? (Clow, 4; Thomas; Mackie, 4). 

Verse 17.—Just what did Jehovah mean by ‘‘the Spirit 
which is upon thee’? ? (Clow, 5; Thomas.) 

Verse 18.— What does ‘‘ sanctify ’’ mean in this verse ? 
(Thomas. ) 

Verse 21.—How many people were there altogether ? 
(Thomas. ) 

Verse 25.—T1ow did Jehovah probably speak to Moses 
at this time? What does ‘*prophesy’’ mean here, and 
what does the phrase ‘* but they did so no more ”’ signify ? 
(Thomas. ) 

Verse 26.—Who were ‘they 
(Thomas. ) 

Verse 32.—How much was a homer? (Thomas.) 

Verse 33.—Why did Jehovah smite the people with a 
plague? (Clow, 6; Thomas.) 


that were written ’’ ? 








tend to wrong ideas of God and others.” Dr, Erd- 
man (reading for Friday) points out that a similar 
failure on Moses’ part cost him the very goal of his 
life. Quite likely Moses had tried todo too much, 
as strong men (says Professor Clow, paragraph 4) 
often do keep too much in their own hands. He 
.was learning by bitter experience what Jethro had 
tried to teach him before this. So, as Dr. Thomas 
puts it (v. 16), his one reasonable request is granted 
and the seventy elders are appointed. The principle 
of divided responsibility in the administration of 
society has the sanction of God himself, as Professor 
Clow very properly observes rears” 4). This 
principle was not only continued throughout Israel's 
history, but was followed out by Paul, and is in prac- 
tise in every Christian and civilized government to- 
day. Mr. Ridgway makes it practical for the indi- 
vidual by saying (paragraph 2) that we ‘‘can’t swing 
our life-work alone.” 

There seem to be many interpretations of the inci- 
dent about Eldad and Medad. ‘The appointment of 
the seventy was guaranteed by a certain gift of 
prophecy, on which Dr. Thomas, on verse 25, and 
Dr. Erdman, reading for Saturday, should be care- 
fully read. Just why Eldad and Medad were not 
present is not told. Professor Clow, Dr. Mackie, and 
Dr. Erdman each has a view of the question. What- 


ever interpretation may be given of that, let us re- 
member that it is quite secondary tothe more import- 





ant Hayy the thing for which the story is given to 
us, viz., Moses’ entire lack of selfishness and pettiness, 
How his act and word show up our petty vanities! 

The lesson winds up with God’s management of 
the people. Asis so often the case, God punishes the 
people by giving them what they ask for (Dr. Erd- 
man, reading for Sunday, and Professor Clow’s last 
paragraph). So here the Lord lets one of nature's 
oe opportunely meet the lusts of the rebel- 
ious people with the same result as followed the 
granting of his inheritance to the Prodigal Son, The 
incident ends with one more note in that sad dirge of 
human life, ‘‘ The wages of sin is death.” 


A Lesson Summary 


There is a discouragement that arises from lust 
and from self, and its cry is the cry of desire and of 
evil ; such crying is heard of the Lord only to the 
confusion of him who utters it. But there is a dis- 
couragement of him who has labored to the limit of 
his power, and, as he is fainting, cries out because 
the work is not completed. Such was the cry of 
Moses when he said, ‘‘I am not able to bear all this 
——- alone.” And this cry is ever heard of the 

ord to the succor and the help of him who needs 
that help. Thus the disciples of Jesus, being taxed 
beyond their strength, were enabled to appoint the 
deacons to perform part of the work of the church, 
and Paul appointed helpers everywhere that he estab- 
lished a church. God made a leader of Moses by 

utting his own Spirit in him, and the spirit of 
eadership on Moses testified to its reality by be- 
ing spread out to others. The great glory of the 
Captain of our salvation is that he always has reared 
up men who were willing and able to work just as he 
worked, and:to suffer, if need be, as he suffered. 


Other Teaching Points 

Our habitual associations are often the unsuspected 
source of our severest temptation. An ungodly friend or 
unchristian pastime, like that mixed multitude that went 
up with the Hebrews out of Egypt, may be a snare to us 
at almost any time. 


Life is a hard thing when there is no vision ahead of us 
to help us forget our immediate annoyances, The ungodly 
always are more anxious about the present than those 
whose citizenship is in heaven. 


When the regular order of your life is beginning to be- 
come monotonous, and you are getting restless, then be 
doubly on your guard, for you are in the midst of a mighty 
temptation. If it is time for a change, be sure that the 
next step is ordered by God and not by your own impa- 
tient self, 


It is a mark of our smallness when we want everything 
to center in ourselves, The best and most efficient leaders 
are generally the least conspicuous, 


Questions for Class Use 

1. Whatis always the danger from a ‘* mixed multitude’’ ? 
What in Moses’ attitude was unworthy of him ? 
. Why did God call for the appointment of the elders? 
In what way did Moses exhibit a weak faith ? 
Why did Joshua object to the prophesying of Eldad 
and Medad ? 

6. Can you recall an incident in the life of Christ with 
his disciples like this ? 

7. What do you think about Moses’ attitude in this 
matter ? 

8. Can you see how this punishment of the people is 
like most punishments for sin? 


yey s 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 
(Numbers 12.) 


Moses was far from perfect, and Jehovah had often 
to teach him a lesson, yet Moses was very dear to his 
God. Have you not noticed that the various mem- 
bers of a family will criticise each other quite freely, 
but let an outsider criticise one of them and that 
family immediately becomes as solid and united as 
one person. Only once or twice did any one venture 
to criticise Moses while he was leading Israel, and on 
every occasion the critic found that he was dealing 
with Jehovah and not with Moses, Next week’s 
lesson tells one of these incidents. ; 


1. What do you think was the real reason for the disaf- 
fection of Miriam and Aaron ? 
2. Of what does God’s attitude remind you ? 
3. What was God’s apparent esteem of Moses? 
4. What is your estimate of Moses’ conduct in this in- 
cident ? 
5. See if you can discover in this incident : 
1. A stop for refreshments. 
2. An eye-opener. 
3. Kicking on a decision, 
4. Major and minor league players. 
Evanston, ILL. 
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The Heart Overwhelmed 
By the Rev. Professor W. M. Clow, B.D., D.D. 


HE year spent in the wilderness was one of inter- 
changing sunshine and shadow, of mingled 
triumph and defeat. As with every human 

life the wonder of God’s dealing was met by the sad- 
der wonder of unbelief and ingratitude. Here the 
progress of the people of God is threatened with 
eclipsing disaster. ere the hopes of Moses are 
withered, and his faith and patience, without which 
no man can inherit the promises, begin to fail. He 
had faced the people’s ignorance and fear with a 
high heart. He had borne with their fainting fits in 
a quiet courage. He had met their complainings 
with a strong rebuke. He had stilled their cries with 
an almost fatherly pity. But now he is confronted 
by a wild and lawless lust. It had broken out at 
first among ‘‘the mixed multitude,” who had been 
carried away in the contagion of a popular move- 
ment, and had joined their ranks without counting 
the cost or understanding its spiritual issues. But 
the children of Israel had become infected, and Moses 
saw this gross animal appetite glaring out of. their 
eyes, and heard its passionate cry on their tongues. 
‘The simple life, the austere loneliness, the stern re- 
straints of lofty commandments and a sober worship 
were exacting enough. But this continual and un- 
varying manna, with its failure to meet the appetite 
of the glutton and gormand, recalled the flesh-pots 
and melon-patches of Egypt, and roused a lust for 
flesh. 

‘That is not merely an old-world story. We see it 
in our modern life in the distaste for simple living 
and plain food and the sober pleasures of quiet days. 
We see it as poignantly in the boy who grows restive 
under the restraints ot a godly home, and begins to 
rebel against its frugal fare and prudent hours, and 
to hear ‘' the call of the wild,” to answer which he 
breaks the hearts of those who love him. We see it 
in the youth who scorns the house of prayer and 
loves the haunts and the pleasures of the reveler, and 
the girl who begins with a secret distaste for chaste 
and modest ways, and at last, in her waywardness, 
cherishes and encourages her baser,desires. What 
is the course and destiny of all such outbreaks ? 
That is told us here. 

‘lwo great hearts were smitten with pain. ‘The 
anger of the Lord was kindled greatly : Moses also 
was greatly displeased.” As Moses marked the 
sadder features of this revolt, he was overwhelmed. 
He lost heart. The ingratitude, the amazing ignor- 
ance after all God's’ dealing, the state of mind and 
heart so foul and gross in desire, grieved and shocked 
his sensitive spirit. He had always shrunk from his 
high office. He had been worn down in nerve and 
mind in the months of his oversight. Now this peo- 
ple are a ‘*' burden” too heavy for him to bear. A 
light load is too great fora sick heart. As Christ 
wept over Jerusalem, as the spirit of Paul was stirred 
when he saw Athens given over to idolatry, as, to 
take a modern instance, Henry Drummond came in 
from one of his after-meetings, white of face and 
utterly downcast in spirit, with the cry, ‘‘ How can 
God bear with it all,”so Moses was overwhelmed. 
But he had one resource: *‘ What time my heart is 
overwhelmed, lead me to the Rock that is higher 
than I.” 

‘To this cry of Moses God gave a threefold answer. 
To begin with, he counseled this overworn and de- 
spondent man to ease his burden by a wise organiza- 
tion. Jethro had seen the need of this. Itis one of 
the temptations of a strong and masterful man to 
keep too much in his own hands, The seventy elders 
were appointed. Their names and their office re- 
mained a Jewish possession, and the Christian church 
has accepted both, and keeps them in many commu- 
nions to this day. Some such office and service are 
indispensable in all societies. To set them aside is 
to sin against both history and good sense. An 
autocracy is an evil both in religious and civil affairs. 
No church can be healthy, no oversight can be suffi- 
cient, no government can be wise, which ignores, 
under some name, such helpers as the elders of 
Israel. 

‘he second answer we may easily miss, as Joshua 
missed it. The gift of the Spirit to the seventy 
elders, all choice souls and men of mark, was to be 
expected. But without doubt noone, not even Moses, 
expected to see any tokens of such a gift being be- 
stowed on the people. Yet Eldad and Medad, two 
obscure men, not among the chosen and appointed, 
also began to prophesy. Out of the ranks of this peo- 
ple, about whom Moses had despaired, there rose 
these two men, ignorant and unlearned as were the 
apostles, to whom and through whom God was speak- 
ing. No one could lose heart over a people like that. 
The truth that however we may require, and God 
may use, a regular and ordained ministry, as God 
required and used the seventy elders, we must not, 
and dare not, refuse any ministry, is here sanctioned 
for alltime. ‘To have seen Jesus, and to be able to 
let others see him, are the marks of a minister of 
Christ. 

The third answer was a strange discipline, If men 
persist in their prayers they may get what they 
crave, that God may purge them of their evil pas- 
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sions. ‘‘ He gave them their requests, but sent lean- 
ness to their soul,” as the Psalmist afterward wrote. 
God gives the portion of goods which is sought, even 
although the seeker will play the prodigal with the 
gift, for there is no other way of awaking the dor- 
mant soul. So the quails fell. The people rioted in 
flesh. They glutted their lust to the full. Then the 

lague began. Death shadowed the camp. ‘The 
iving who were spared were overborne in burying 
the dead. ‘They named the place Kibroth-hattaavah 
—the graves of lust. Mark the lesson. Wheresoever 
there is a lust there is a grave. 
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The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


HE Connection.—The people were at Sinai from 
the third month after the Exodus (Exod. 19: 1) 
until the twentieth day of the second month of 

the second year (Num. 10: 11), answering approxi- 
mately to the beginning of our May. During the 
time at Sinai they received the various laws found in 
Exodus 20-40 and Leviticus. Then came the instruc- 
tions for the ordering of the camp in preparation for 
their journey (Num. 1:1to10: 10). As this march 
was to be a severe test of their faith and obedience it 
was essential that full preparation should be made, 
and so the people were organized and mustered 
(Num. 1, 2); the Levites were separated for their 
special task of carrying the tabernacle and its furni- 
ture (Num. 3, 4); the camp was sanctified (Num. 5, 
6), and the various needs for the journey were pro- 
viled (Num. 7:1 to 10: 10); and then the actual 
march commenced (Num. to: 11-36). But there was 
failure almost from the outset (Num. 11: 1-3). 

The Places.—The people had gone three days’ jour- 
ney from Sinai (Num. 10: 33), and they reached the 
wilderness of Paran, the district now known as Et- 
Tih, an area of about 150 miles. The actual locality 
of ‘Taberah (Num. 11: 3) cannot now be identified. 


Light on Puzzling Passages 


Verse 4.—Mzixed multitude: The camp followers 
(Exod, 12: 38); people who had accompanied Israel 
out of Egypt. They would very soon forget the 
Egyptian experiences, even if they had themselves 
participated in the bondage.—/srae/: The mixed 
multitude influenced Israel to murmur. 

Verse 5.—Kemember: The memory of hardships 
would be easily forgotten. Six items are given of 
a food.—free/y: That is, gratuitously. The 
different articles of food are just what the Egyptian 
laborer of that day would have sought for if deprived 
of them ; they are not what a Jew of Palestine would 
have desired or imagined. 

Verse 6.—Manna: The craving for savory food 
was in a way natural, and yet the ingratitude shown 
in the presence of wholesome and ample food is 
equally clear. 

Verse 7.—Coriander: See Exodus 16:31. Cori- 
ander seed is described as ‘‘a small round grain of a 
whitish or yellowish gray.”—Bde//ium : See Genesis 
2:12. No one knows anything about bdellium. 
Some refer it to the gum, so called ; others to the 
pearl (Rev. 2: 17). 

Verse 11.—Wherefore: These complaints were 
exaggerated and evidently wrong. God had not put 
upon Moses the entire responsibility, and for the mo- 
ment Moses had overlooked what God had done for 
the people. He forgot his position as mediator, and 
in his anger at the sin of his people seems to have 
fallen into the same wrong himself. What a clear 
proof of genuineness is here seen, that so serious and 
yet so natural a sin should be clearly and simply re- 
corded (see 1 Kings 19; Jonah 4). Depression and 
discouragement always tend to wrong ideas of God 
and others. 

Verse 16.—Gather: Thus God in his lovingkind- 
ness met the need of his servant. The one reason- 
able request was granted at once, the rest was passed 
over without reproof.—Seven/y ; This is not the same 
appointment as that recorded in Exodus 18: 21. 
Those were connected with secular matters ; these 
with religious.—Z/ders: Men of years and experi- 
ence; areminiscence of the patriarchal system (3: 16). 

Verses 17, 18.—Sfirz?: As they were to share the 
rule of Moses they were also to share in his divine 
equipment.—Sanciify: By certain ablutions and the 
avoidance of any ceremonial pollution (Exod. 19 : 10); 
the people were to prepare themselves through sepa- 
ration from evil and consecration to God for a reve- 
lation of his divine will. 

Verse 20.—Loathsome: The words are those of 
stern displeasure, for the animal food would be suffi- 
cient to disgust the whole nation if they went on 
eating it (v. 33). 

Verse 21.—Moses: Moses was still showing im- 
patience and despair. He could hardly have doubted 
the. divine power after what he had seen (Exod. 16: 
13).—Six hundred thousand: The usual calculation 
makes the full total about three millions, but Dr. Hos- 
kins in his new book, ‘‘ From the Nile to Nebo,” gives 
some weighty reasons for understanding the total 
number to be-about 100,000. 
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Verse 25.—C/oud: The symbol of his perpetual 
presence. Usually the cloud dwelt above the taber- 
nacle, but occasionally it came down and filled the 
place, or the entrance to it.—Sfiri#: Not by dimin- 
ishing what Moses possessed, but by enabling the 
seventy to participate in the divine gift.—Prophe- 
sied: The word, here mentioned for the first time, 
refers not to prediction of the future, but only to 
special testimony for God. The prophet was God's 
spokesman, whether his message referred to the 
—-* or the future (Exod. 7:1). It is striking that 

ere and elsewhere — is associated with times 
of wandering from God.—No more: The prophetic 
utterance did not continue or reappear. Tt was a 
sign sufficient at the moment as a proof tothe people 
of the divine Senet of the seventy. 

Verse 26.—7wo. No reason is given why they did 
not go with the rest to the tabernacle, but no blame 
is attached to them.— Written: Evidently a record 
was made of those who were associated in this way 
with Moses. This incidental notice shows how usual 
was the practise of writing. 

Verse 28.—/Joshua: See Exodus 17:9. Evidently 
he stood in a peculiar relation to Moses as his assist- 
ant (Exod. 24: 13; 32: 17).— Forbid: Probably he 
did not know that they had been enrolled, and he 
was naturally jealous for the honor of his master. 
The prophesying of these two men might seem like 
an independent authority. 

Verse‘ 29.—/ealous : x fine testimony to the real 
character of Moses, who is now evidently again right 
with God. He was devoid of all personal ambition. 

Verse 31.—Quails: See Exodus 16: 13.—Adbove: 
Flying above so that they could be easily caught. 
It does not say ‘‘ deep.” 

Verse 32.—Homers: It is difficult to calculate the 
capacity of the homer. In Ezekiel 45 : 11 it seems to 
have contained ten —— and Jewish authorities 
say that the ephah held nearly four and a half gal- 
lons. The gift of quails was one of the gifts of nature 
in that region, divinely multiplied and extended. 

Verse 33.—Smote: Although sent in mercy, yet 
because they were not appreciated by the people, 
punishment resulted. Thus God rebuked and pun- 
ished their greed and murmuring (vs. tg, 20). 

Verse 34.—Kitbroth hattaavah: See margin, ‘‘the 
graves of lust.” This name, like Taberah, was given 
to the place by the people themselves in connection 
with their own history. Its exact locality is uncer- 
tain, except that it was at the end of three days’ 
journey from Sinai and in the desert of Paran. 

Verse 35.—Hazeroth: The place is again a matter 
of conjecture, though the march probably lay in a 
northerly direction. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Fun on the Rail.— Zhou /ayest the burden of all 
this people upon me (v. 11). Moses ‘‘off-day.” 
He was ‘ blue,” and hungry for a word of cheer 
(1 Kings 19 : 9-18). Still flying westward, I am now 
on the Burlington train for Ottumwa. I have just 
strolled back in the car to stretch my legs. In the 
last section I find a little woman with two babies, one 
of two years and the other of seven weeks. Going 
to Keokuk, Iowa. Little blue and discouraged, for 
baby had the colic all night. A few words from 
Uncle Billy and she feels better. I have the story. 
Big dam built at McCall’s Ferry on the Susquehanna. 
Young engineer. Meets country girl there. Love. 
Marriage. Dam finished and engineer transferred 
to the wonderful Mississippi job at Keokuk. Little 
wife back home to Colora, Md., with mother. An- 
other baby. There she is on the pillow. Father 
waiting at Burlington to welcome the little daughter 
he has never seen. I have joined the new profession 
—‘* Mother’s Helper.” I heard her singing just now 
since I have been there. I wasableto give that little 
mother just what Moses was hungry for. And this 
is what we're here for. 


Going It Alone.—/ am not able to bear all this 
people alone (v. 14). Even Moses couldn’t do the 
job alone. Nor can you swing your life-work alone. 
Stand some day where the crowd goes by at the rush 
hour and study faces. Those haggard, careworn 
people are those who are going it alone. The burden 
is killing them. Think of lugging a great heavy 
basket up the street with a big, strong, kindly man 
at your side begging, ‘‘Let me help thee’ (Matt. 
11: 28). Moses for a minute slipped his faith and 
lost his grip. There is always a depression by the 
side of every elevation. Under the shadow of Tur- 
nip Hill lies Baker Meadow with the turgid Brandy- 
wine. Moses was down along the creek among the 
cattails and swamp cabbage. God hasalabor bureau 
where his children can get all the help needed to 
carry on good work. It is a little place where you 
can enter and shut the door. All great leaders have 
had one. Washington’s was behind a laurel bush at 
Valley Forge. Lincoln’s was on a pillow. Hadley's 
was the police cell where he spent his last drunk. 
Yours can be wherever you care to select it. 




















LESSON FOR OCT. 5 (Num. 11 : 4-33) 


A Recipe for Good Boys.—/ will take the 
Spirit which is upon thee, and put it upon them 
(v. 17). Don’t you wish you could do that 
ior your boy? But would you want your 
spirit in your boy? It will get there all 
right. Are you a good man with a worthless 
son? Are you a bad man with a worthless 
son? What’s the difference and the reason ? 
Here is my recipe which is a sure prevent- 
ive of worthless.sons. Join yourself to a 
Sunday-school, Go and take the children 
with you. ‘Come, Tommy,” beats ‘‘Go, 
Tommy,”’ all to pieces. So long as Tom- 
my is in the Sunday-school the lion won’t 
catch Tommy,—nor Tommy’s pop (1 Pet. 

8). When my father put me in 
business with him, he was there bright and 
early every day. So was I. This is how 
father got his spirit in me. 


Frank Hughes, Conductor.—/s Jehovah's 
hand waxed short? (v. 23.) This is a splen- 
did road I am on.. I have just struck a fine 
old fellow in our conductor. His name is 
Frank Hughes. He lives at Hinsdale, a 
Chicago suburb. On his left sleeve are ten 
stripes. One for every five years of service 
on the Burlington. e has just shown me a 
letter from Mr. Willard, the vice-president, 
congratulating him on his long and faithful 
service, ‘* Your record is absolutely fault- 
less,’’ writes the vice-president, I have just 
called the conductor to take a seat beside 
‘*T am going to ask you a question. I 

he men with stripes always 
answer the same. But I want to hear you 
say it. Are you a Christian?’’ His eyes 
sparkled as he said, ‘‘ Indeed I am, and all 
my family are Sunday-school folks. Some 
people say I have had an easy time of it. 
God has cared for me, and his arm is not 
shortened that he can’t take as good care of 
a conductor who runs a train as of a presi- 
dent who runs the whole thing.’’ What are 
YOU worrying about? Yes, the master who 
runs the shop can get caught financially and 
have his generous hand shortened by re- 
verses, but the hand of God is as long as 
eternity and just as true (Psa, 101: 6). 
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The Illustration. Round- Table 


LL. readers are invited to assist in the con- 
duct of this department. One dollar is 
offered for every anecdotal lesson illus- 

tration used, and two dollars for the best illus- 
tration each wéek. A circular explaining the 
acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar; will be sent fora two-cent stamp. 


The Doubter’s Preference.— 7%e supp ii- 
cation of a righteous man availeth much in 
its working (Golden Text), The German 
philosopher Fichte discussed the subject of 
prayer with Baron von Kottwitz, admitting 
that it might be well to teach children to 
pray, but a grown man had no need of 
prayer. The baron could not agree with 
him, but maintained his belief in and prac- 
tise of prayer. When, shortly after, the 
philosopher died, it was found that he had 
appointed the baron guardian of his beloved 
only child, He had known him only in this 
one interview, but had evidently been con- 
vinced that a praying man was one to whom 
he might safely intrust his child.—Ze/a 
Munsell, Herington, Kan. From Young 
Ladies’ Weekly ~ 


Why the Reporters Waited.— 7%e burden 
of all this people (v. 11). A very interesting 
sketch in the January ‘‘ Sunday-at-Home”’ 
of ‘*’Thomas Woodrow Wilson: Professor, 
Presbyterian Elder, and President-Elect,’’ 
contains the following story: When he was 
invited to become a candidate for the presi- 
dency, his house was full of reporters waiting 
to hear his decision, To their surprise he | 
withdrew with his wife, and kept them wait- 
ing for twenty minutes before he announced 
his answer. One of them had the imperti- 
nence to ask Mrs. Wilson what they were 
doing all that time. ‘* Well,’’ she said, 
shyly, ‘* you know we are religious people.’’ 
—W. R. Clark, Jersey, Eng. From United 
Methodist. 


The Kneeling Camel.—Jam not able to 
bear all this people alone, because it is too 
heavy for me (v. 14). 


me. 
_know the answer, 


‘* The camel at the close of day 
Kneels down upon the sandy plain, 
To have his burden lifted off, 
And rest to gain. 


" soul, thou too shouldst to thy knees, 
When daylight draweth to a close, 





And let thy Master lift thy load, 
And grant repose. 
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‘* Else how canst thou to-morrow meet, 
With all to-morrow’s work to do, 
If thou thy burden all the night 
Dost carry through? 


‘* The camel kneels at break of day, 
‘Yo have his guide replace his load, 
Then rises up anew to take 
The desert road. 


** So thou shouldst kneel at morning's dawn, 
That God may give thee daily care, 
Assured that he no load too great 
Will make thee bear.” 


—Mrs. W. S. Newsom, Charlottetown, P. E, 
I. From Anna Temple, in Family Herald. 


Better than Wireless.—/ehovah will give 
(v. 18). ‘The story has lately been told in 
the papers of how the captain of a small 
vessel was one night taken very ill, and 
though the cure might be in his ship’s medi- 
cine chest, he had no skill to choose or com- 
pound it. Only one hope came to his mind 
—to find a doctor. He set the wireless tele- 
graph to work. North, south, east, and west 
went the call for a doctor; and lo, across 
hundreds of miles came the answer, The 
physician had been found, the prescription 
was given, and the captain’s life was saved. 
The newspapers called it a parable of prayer. 
There is a striking difference between the 
operator of the wireless and the man who 
prays to God. The former sends out his 
message over the broad seas, hoping some- 
where to make himself heard, but not know- 
ing where his call will find an instrument to 
receive it. He who prays, however, knows 
who will hear. He knows that his cry will 
come to his Father’s ear.—/James D, Law- 
son, Charlottetown, P. E. 1. From J. R. 
Miller, D.D., in Forward. The prise for 
this week is awarded to this illustration, 


Team-Work in the Spirit.— And Jehovah 
..- ook of the Spirit that was upon him, 
and put it upon the seventy elders(v. 25). In 
Wilkes-Barre, one hundred workmen, fif- 
teen ministers, and many lay volunteers 
worked together in building a tabernacle for 
evangelistic services last winter. The work 
began each morning with prayer, and at 
noon they marched, singing, to a near-by 
church for lunch, which was served free. 
No wonder the evangelistic campaign that 
followed was a success.— Juniata Rohrback, 
Washington, D.C. From Forward. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in 
Beyrout, Syria 


HE mixed multitude (v. 4). Jewish 

tradition estimates them at 40,000, and 

. . . 

with them were two Egyptian magi- 

cians, Yonos and Yombéros (2 ‘lim. 3 : 8). 

The rabbis regard the Gentile Church and 

its attachment to their Old Testament as a 
continuation of ‘* the mixed multitude ’’ ! 


We remember the fish, which we did eat in 
Egypt for nought (vy. §). ‘* For nought’? is 
Oriental for ‘‘so cheaply.’? ‘To-day in Pal- 
estine and Egypt the street hawker, selling 
fish, fruit, vegetables, sweatmeats, iced 
drinks, etc., calls out ‘* Balaish! balaisk!/”’ 
(for nothing, for nothing). And the onions. 
In Egypt this crop ranks next to that of cot- 
ton in export value. 

As a nursing-father carrieth the sucking 
child (v. 12). The seclusion of women in- 
creased with elevation of rank. In princely 
or wealthy families a male attendant was em- 
ployed to carry the infant out of doors, to 
ride with him on the donkey, to run beside 
him when the child began to ride alone, and 
thus to be in constant responsible attend- 
ance, 

Eldad, and... Medad (v.26). The Jewish 
tradition says that Moses was perplexed as 
to how he was to select equitably seventy 
elders from twelve tribes. He would have 
preferred seventy-two. He thought of se- 
lecting five and six alternately, but that 
would have meant a shortage of four and the 
likelihood of jealousy! So he decided to 
make it seventy-two, but to class Eldad and 
Medad as associate elders, only to take 
active duty when some of the others were 
absent owing to sickness or the seclusion of 
bereavement. But they received their share 
of the Spirit, just as to-day the voice of the 
evangelist is sometimes heard without the 
diploma of the theological seminary. 


ALEXANDRIA, EGYPT. 





Visiting the Lesson-Scenes 
TRAVELER to-day in the country of | 
the Israelites’ long wanderings, is 
continually reminded of Moses and of | 
the troop of short-sighted, impulse-governed | 
people whom the great leader had to discipline 
and train. Professor Charles Foster Kent, 
on his latest journey through the Edom- | 
Moab region, was impressed in this connec- 
tion by the commanding personality of a cer- | 
tain Bedouin sheikh whom he met in company 
with a number of followers. A stereograph 
of that very Bedouin with his men was made 
by another member of the American party. | 
Seen through the stereoscope the Arab chief 
(perhaps a distant kinsman of Moses, for his 
people are said to be descendants of Ishmael 
or of Esau), does indeed suggest singular 
dignity and force of character. One can 
readily accept Professor Kent’s account : 

** Sitting in the center of this group, with his 
robe drawn close about him, is Frawan Evan 
Mahomed Majali, the sheikh who rules from 
the Dead Sea eastward five hours’ riding out 
into the desert and from the Arnon in the 
north to Wady Hesa on the south. He 
claimed to have under him four thousand 
armed warriors.... When he was made 
sheikh of his tribe, his father had been 
killed by a rival tribe. Summoning his 
warriors, he made war upon his foes, and 
compelled them, in meaning with the ancient 
law of blood revenge (Exod, 21 : 12), to put 
to death the head of their tribe... . Dark 
olive complexion, lustrous eyes, thin nostrils, 
flowing jet black mustache and beard, splen- 
did, erect bearing, and the mien of one ac- 
customed to command men, suggest to the 
student of history the type of man who led 
the wandering Hebrew tribes through the 
dangers of the desert and trained them until 
until they were able to cope with the settled, 
highly civilized inhabitants of Palestine.’’ 

‘The sheikh’s seven companions, who stand 
and sit close by their leader, are in their turn 
curiously suggestive of the seventy whom 
Moses selected to receive the promised Spirit 
and to help bear the burden. But they are 
apparently not the equals of their chief, as 
those seventy were not the equals of Moses, 

Use a stereograph entitled ‘‘A Bedouin 
sheikh and his hardy warriors in old 
Moab.”’ 

Forty-five places will be visited this year. 
‘The forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and if 
they are all ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, 
gold-lettered case is given free. ‘Ten places 
will be described with the lessons of this fourth 
quarter ; cost, $:.67. The four for October 
alone, 67 cents. Less than four in one order are 
20 cents each. Stereoscopes, 85 cents each. 
Postage or express will be prepaid on all orders 
for stereographs or stereoscopes. Address The 
Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut 
Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


% 
One New Plan Every Week 


The Touch of Novelty That is Needed 
for Successful Teaching 


By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. 


ABERNACLE PArtTNERSHIPS.—If your 
class is not very familiar with the 
structure and meaning of the taber- 

nacle, it would seem a pity to let this lesson 
go by without some study of this central fea- 
ture of Hebrew life. The best way to do 
this is to set the class to making a model of 
the tabernacle; and to this end the entire 
class may be divided into partnerships, either 
arbitrarily, or according to their affiliations. 
Give the partnerships names, like business 
firms: ‘Street and Brown,’’ ** Dennisea 
and Carter,’’ etc, Pretend to be conducting 
a competition for the building of the various 
parts of the tabernacle, and hand out to the 
different ‘‘companies’’ sealed envelopes, 
which contain the ‘‘ awards’’ which each 
‘*firm’’ has obtained by a supposed success- 
ful ** bid.’’ 

To one firm will be awarded the building 
of the court. Fix on a proportion, such as 
one inch to two cubits, and this proportion 
is to run through the entire building and all 
the furniture for it. The court will be made 
of pasteboard, the pillars being merely drawn 
on it; or, the pillars may be whittled out of 
wood, and stuck in a shallow box of firmly 
packed earth, which will be the ‘‘ ground ”’ 
for the tabernacle. In either case the cur- 
tains, of white cloth (the purple embroidery 
may be painted on), will be hung outside, 
around the court. 

To another firm will be awarded the 





building of the Holy Place and Most Holy 
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Place, Use pasteboard, the upright boards 
being drawn upon it. The third firm will 
make the inner curtain around the walls, the 


| veil before the Most Iloly Place, and the 


cloth covering thrown over a ridge-pole to 
make a roof for the tabernacle. These may 
be painted to pee the embroidery and 
the coloring of the original. 

The fourth firm will make the altar of 
burnt offerings, using stone toy building- 
blocks, portions being painted with bronze, 
or wood appropriately painted. In the same 
way other firms will make the laver, the 
altar of incense, the table of shewbread, the 
golden candlestick, and the ark. The fig- 
ures over the ark may be modeled from clay, 
or similar material, like putty or chewing- 
gum, The whole should be gilded. The 
candlestick will be made of wood, gilded. 
Of course the teacher will superintend the 
process, and the class may well meet in 
some house and work together, under the 
direction of the teacher, referring to the 
Bible and the Bible dictionary at every 
step, 

In the class each ‘ firm’’ in turn will. pre- 
sent his portion of the tabernacle, which 
will be set up on the table. The signifi- 
cance of each part will be explained, and 
the whole work will help to make vivid the 
immediate lesson, of which the tabernacle 
is the scene, as well as many lessons to 
come, 


AUBURNDALE, Mass, 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 


Father, forgive us for questioning thy provision 
for us. We have committed ourselves to thee ; 
but even when thou dost work out thy will 
through us and for us we are often beset with 
the spirit of unrest and doubt. We pray that 
this may not be so in our lives. We are thy 
children, ‘Thou dost more than meet our 
needs, and in the secret places of thy presence 
thon dost untold thyself unto us. Forgive us 
for looking back to the things away from which 
thou hast led us, and give us a free and quiet 
sense of dependence upon thee. In Jesus’ 
name-we pray. Amen, 


After the Lesson.— How long it takes for 
us to learn God’s loving-kindness! Some 
of us are still wondering why it is that God 
is so forgetful of us, and why he does not 
more liberally meet our wants. Our doubt 
of his love shows how very little we have 
learned about him, if we live in the unrest 
that such doubt brings, Some of the things 
that we used to have are much better out of 
the way. More dependence upon him and 
less upon the supplies stored up in our banks 
and barns would be good for us. Some- 
times in the darkest hour of our distress and 
sense of weakness God’s answer comes just 
as it came to Moses: 





NOW SHALT THOU SEE 











We have put on the board something like 
this before in our lesson studies. Back in 
the closing days of bondage in Egypt there 
was another ‘* Now shalt thou see,’’ when it 
looked as though Pharaoh was not going to 
release the Israelites, Moses thought that 
he himself had failed, and Jehovah’s answer 
was, ‘* Now shalt thou see.’’ If we have 
any doubt about God’s willingness to do for 
us a great deal more than we can ask, it is a 
good thing for us to rise with courage and 
remind ourselves that in all the ages God has 
been saying to his helpless people, ‘‘ Now 
shalt thou see.’’ 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


**Cast thy burden on the Lord.”’ 

‘* From every stormy wind that blows.”’ 
**I need Thee every hour.” 

**In the hour of trial." 

‘* Lord, I believe ; thy power I own."’ 
‘** Lord, I hear of showers of blessing." 
‘* Prayer is the soul's sincere desire."’ 

** There is an eye that never sleeps.”’ 


(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book “ Bible Songs.”’) 


Psalm 99 : 1-7 (198 : 5-7). 
Psalm 37 : 1-7 (76 : 3-6). 
Psahi.. 78 : 15-22 (158 : 8-11). 
Psalm 14: 1-4 (300 : 1-3). 


Psalm 63 : 1-6 (125 : 1-3). 
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| Department Helps | 


For the Primary Teacher 








By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


REVIEW.—On last March 2 the lesson 
story presented ‘‘God’s Covenant with 
Abraham,’’ when he promised the land 

to Abraham’s family. Help the children 
to realize that God never forgot his promise, 
although years passed before it came true. 

Many times Moses found it hard to make 
the children of Israel believe that Gud’s 
promise would come true. Sometimes he 
was so discouraged that all he could do was 
to pray to God. 

Lesson Teaching. —God hears and answers 
prayer. 

Note. —The prayer-life of children may 
easily be cultivated, as a loving trustfulness 
is natural to childhood, and nothing is too 
hard for the Lord. To-day’s story should 
impress the need and value of prayer, 
although no other influence can be so help- 
ful as the example and atmosphere of daily 
prayer in the home. However, many chil- 
dren seldom or never hear prayer at home. 
In response to frequent requests, a booklet 
has recently been published to help parents 
and teachers to find suitable prayers (** Chil- 
dren’s Prayers,’’ classified for Beginners, 
Primary, and Junior pupils, may be secured 
for six cents by mail from William Dietz, 20 
Randolph Street, Chicago). 

To-day’s lesson story is Moses’ prayer for 
help. ‘The memory text for the youngest 
children may be, ‘* Lord, teach us to pray,’’ 
(Luke 11: 1). 

Introduction, — Once there was a busy 
mother who had so many children to care 
for and so much work to do every day that 
it was hard for her to find a quiet time and 
place to talk to God, Sometimes, after the 
other children were safely in bed, she carried 
her baby down the garden walk and stopped 
hy a large stone, where she found a quiet place 
to think and talk to God. It always cheered 
her heart and strengthened her for her work. 
She often went to this place. Some one 
wrote a hymn about it. 

Lesson Story.—Moses often talked to God 
about the people, and asked what he must do 
to lead and train them in the right way. 

While they camped so long near Mt, Sinai, 
they learned how to live in tents like soldiers, 
and how to march. God had given them the 
Ten Commandments, also the pattern for a 
large, beautiful tent to be set up in the cen- 
ter of the camp whenever they stopped. 
This tent or tabernacle was made from many 
beautiful things which the people brought as 
gifts. When it was done, God’s glory cov- 
ered it like a cloud (Num, 9: 15-22). 

One day the cloud rose and began to move 
onward. It was time for the children of 
Israel to leave Mt. Sinai. Signals were 
given by silver trumpets for the people to 
gather for the march, Almost a year had 
passed since they came to Mt, Sinai. Many 
were glad to move on, and they journeyed 
three days before the next resting-place was 
reached. Some became tired and kungry, 
and some wished that they were back in 
Egypt. (Tell what they said.) 

Moses heard the people finding fault. He 
felt so troubled that he prayed to God to 
show him what to do. God heard and toltl 
Moses to choose seventy good men as helpers 
to care for the people. God promised to 
send flesh or meat for the people to eat,— 
enough to last a month, 

In a wonderful way God kept his promise. 
A strong wind blew from the sea and drove 
great flocks of quail before it all around the 
camp. They flew so low that the people 
easily caught them, and had more than 
enough. 

After the Story.—Every year God sends 
more than enough food for all the people of 
this great world. Many people pray, ‘‘ Give 
us this day our daily bread.’’ If you have 
watched the farmers this summer, you will 
know that they have gathered grain, fruit, 
and vegetables to last all winter. God does 
not forget. He answers prayer. Repeat, 
** Lord, teach us to pray.’”’ 

Hand-work,—Give to each child 2 picture 
suggesting prayer, such as ‘* Little Samuel 
Praving,’’ to be pasted on a card or paper, 
or give a type-written copy of a child’s 
prayer to be learned and used at home. 

CHICAGO, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Helen Gill Lovett 


EACH: The papas of a righteous 
man availeth much in its working. 


1. How Moses’ prayer availed 
(1) For others ; Fire—Quails. 
(2) For Himself: Help. 
2. How all prayers of righteous men avail 
(1) When the prayer is granted. 
(2) When the prayer is mo¢ granted. 


Did you ever get something for which you 
had definitely prayed, and you felt that you 
had received it in answer to your prayer? 
Just yesterday I learned of a wonderful an- 
swer toa friend’s prayer. The wife was in 
doubt whether or not to accompany her hus- 
band to a great Sunday-school Convention to 
which he was a delegate. They had not 
money for both to go, but they, with their 
friends, prayed to know God’s will. At 
Christmas time a relative unexpectedly sent 
a gift of one thousand dollars. And both at- 
tended. 

Great preachers have traced their success 
to the prayers of an individual. Recently, in 
a mission compound, the water in the well 
gave out, and comfort and health were seri- 
ously impaired. At the suggestion of the 
missionaries, the Japanese students and the 
missionaries prayed and God sent a beautiful 
rain, although it was the dry season, to restore 
the well. Mark and memorize James 5 : 16. 
Have the girls explain ‘‘supplication’’ and 
** righteous ”’ and ‘‘availeth much in its work- 
ing.’’ Is this verse always true? Let us see 
how Moses’ prayers availed to help others and 
himself. 

Recall the intercession of Moses when the 
golden calf was made. . Have a girl tell the 
incident of the fire ceasing because of Moses’ 
prayer. Study the incident concerning the 
desire for meat and its fulfilment, through 
Moses’ prayer. Emphasize our responsibil- 
ity for intercessory prayer. Explain the pur- 
pose and value of prayer circles, Are you 
girls praying for a particular person? Per- 
haps the girls can form a prayer circle, or 
perhaps the teacher and one or two members 
might form one to pray for an unconverted 
girl, Show that the prayer life of a girl is 
the measure of her intimacy with Jesus Christ. 

Show how Moses’ prayer availed much for 
himself. Note his discouragement, and em- 
phasize the fact that instead of removing the 
burden Jehovah gave Moses helpers to share 
the responsibility. 

But did you ever pray and not receive what 
you asked for? Did that prayer avail much 
in its working? The girls seemed to think it 
had not. Let us see. 

Does Jehovah always grant all requests of 
his children? Recall Paul and his ‘‘ thorn”? 
which was not removed, and Jesus and the 
‘*cup’’ that.could not pass from him, These 
prayers seemed not to avail even a little, yet 
our verse says ‘‘availeth much,”’ and surely 
these were ‘‘righteous men.’’ Did those 
prayers avail much? Can ungranted prayers 
avail much ? 

Then explain how the ungranted prayer 
tests and develops our faith and trust and pa- 
tience. 

If it is for others, it develops service, 
greater consecration, and desire to know 
God’s will. 

We talked of some reasons why the loving, 
wise Father cannot grant what we sometimes 
ask. What would you say to a girl who said 
to you, ‘* Oh, it doesn’t do any good to pray. 
I never get what I ask for’’? What verse 
would you tell her? 

Shall we not appreciate prayer more after 
to-day? Shall we not pray more for others 
—some friend, some relative, or some mis- 
sionary? And if we sincerely desire that 
God’s will be done, and not ours, and his 
glory gained and not ours, delay should not 
disturb us, knowing as we do that it will 
** avail much,”’ 


Home Work on Next Week’s Lesson 

Read of Miriam’s jealousy, Numbers 12. 
Why was she so severely punished? What 
is jealousy? What isenvy? Who was Mir- 
iam ? (Exod, 2: 1-8; Exod. 15 : 20, 21). Are 
girls more jealous than boys? Whatisacure 
for jealousy ? (1 Cor 13 : 4, 5). What is the 
root of jealousy ? 

Read of some envious men. Note their 
end. (Gen. 4: 5; Gen. 37 : 11; Num. 
16: 3; I Sam. 18: 8, 9). 
know about leprosy ? (Lev. 13 : 45, 46). 

Read Numbers 12. Be prepared to tell 
the story of Miriam’s sin and punishment. 

PHILADELPHIA, 
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Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


OW many of you would like to be 
President some day?’”’ teacher 
sprung on us last Sunday. 

Bulldog Jones thought he’d like it all right, 
but Skinny Ross said none of it for him, 
Whatever you did some folks would kick. 

**Yes,’’ agreed teacher, ‘it’s just the 
same now as it was in Moses’ time, and to- 
day’s lesson is aloat how they grumbled 
until Moses wished he was dead.”’ 

‘* First, though,’’ he went on, ‘‘let’s find 
out what happened between the last lesson 
and this one.’’ So we answered our slips, 
how they made a tabernacle, how Moses got 
some more stones ready, and God wrote the 
Ten Commandments over again, and all that. 

Carl said they were in camp at Sinai a 
whole year, and teacher showed a picture of 
the place that he cut out of The Sunday 
School Times for August 16. 

He said the time had now come for them 
to leave Sinai, and he had me tell about the 
cloud that showed them when to march and 
when to stop. He pointed out on our relief 
map which way they started toward Canaan, 
but he said they hadn’t gone very far before 
they got into trouble through complaining. 
Bumns had to tell what they grumbled at. 

** They kicked on the camp grub, ‘They 
got tired of manna three times a day, and 
began to holler for beefsteak smothered in 
onions with cucumbers on the side.’’ Then 
we all Jaughed,—teacher, too, 

** How did them Israelites think they was 
going to get such things when they was out 
on a hike through the desert ?’’ asked Bull- 
dog, scornfully. ‘*If they had stood it the 
rest of the trip, they’d have been all right, 
’cause Canaan had Egypt skinned a mile.’’ 

**George,’’ replied teacher, ‘‘ you have 
brought up the main point of the lesson. If 
the Israelites had only remembered the.prom- 
ised land before them they certainly would- 
n’t have grumbled so, but they forgot, and 
thought Sinai was their permanent home.’’ 

** Some men now make the same mistake,’’ 
he wenton. ‘* They act as if they were go- 
ing to stay in this world forever. They 
spend all their time scrambling after luxuries 
here, and grumbling at the hardships,. for- 
getting that we are all on a journey.’’ 

Iie quoted that hymn, ‘‘1’m buta stranger 
here.’”’ 

‘Then he pulled out of our table drawer a 
boy scout’s haversack, 

‘¢ What’s it for?’ he asked. 

‘*To carry what you have to have on a 
hike,’’ we told him. 

‘* It won’t hold very much,’’ he objected. 

‘* Holds enough to get along with till you 
finish the trip,’? answered Bert. ‘* If it held 
mueh more, it would be too heavy.”’ 

** Good answer,’’ said teacher, ‘* That’s 
why God gives most of us so little money 
here. Wecan get along with little in this 
life, and we’ll find plenty waiting us when 
we reach heaven. Besides, riches are a 
heavy burden, both to mind and soul.,’’ 

‘*Isn’t it all right to get as many good 
things as you can honestly ?’’ I asked, think- 
ing of the nice furniture in teacher’s house. 

**Ves,’? he answered, ‘if we don’t ‘set 
our hearts on having them, nor grumble 
when we can’t get them.”’ 

He handed Fred Keller a slip of paper to 
be copied on the board, This was it: 





IN CAMP 
NECESSARY COMFORTS 


AT HOME 
DELICIOUS LUXURIES 











He told about a big pumpkin they raised 
when he was a boy. They were going to 
take it to the fair and then make it into pies. 
But one day he hodked it and made a jack- 
o-lantern, so they didn’t get any prize, or any 
pies either. 

‘*Some boys are that way about money,’’ 
he said, ‘* spend all they get, and never have 
a cent for future years. Some want to play 
all the time instead of studying, so that they 
can hold a good job after a while. Boyhood 
is a journey,’’ he explained, ‘‘ and you bet- 
ter go without some things now, so as to 
have more later on.”’ 

** low did Moses feel about all this grum- 
bling ?”’ teacher asked, getting back to the 
lesson. 

* He felt like he couldn’t stand it another 
single day, and wanted to die,’’ said Carl. 
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Next he asked what God did to help Moses 
out. So I told about the seventy elders, and 
teacher said it was something like the Presi- 
dent’s cabinet, 

He explained that their prophesying wasn’t 
telling what was going to happen, but pour- 
ing out words of praise to God, like a man 
just converted does sometimes. 

Then he had us tell about that big flock 
of quail that lit in the camp, and how the 
people made such hogs of themselves that 
lots of them died. 

**God seems to have hastened their fatal 
sickness,’’ teacher said, ** but they brought 
it on themselves.’’ 

He gave us a heart-to-heart talk about im- 
purity, and the punishment it brings in weak- 
ness and disease. Of course we'd all read 
about such things, but it seemed more real 
when teacher talked about it. He said we 
were old enough to take a stand against all 
smutty talk at school, and to keep the little 
fellows from learning bad ways. Just as we 
were planning how to do it the bell rang. 

Each fellow has one question to look up 
for next time. Here they are: Tell all you 
know about Miriam. ‘Tell all you know 
about Aaron. Who was Moses’ first wife? 
In what way was Moses meek? What is 
jealousy? What is leprosy? What does 
spitting in Miriam’s face mean? 

Wrst TERRE Haute, IND. 





Professor Erdman’s 
Bible Class 


By Charles R. Erdman, D.D. 





Discontent and Despair in the Desert 


O SOONER does Israel start from 
Sinai, resuming the journey to the 
land of promise, than the people 

break out in rebellious murmuring against 
God; when consequent divine punishment 
has made them penitent they appeal to 
Moses to intercede for them, and as he in- 
tercedes they are spared (Num. I1: 1-3), It 
is another example of ‘‘the guilt of Israel 
and the grace of God’’ which have charac- 
terized the history of the nation through all 
the centuries since, 

The next instance is even more distress- 
ing, and is narrated at greater length (Num. 
Il: 4-35). The secret spirit of discontent is 
fanned into a flame by the open murmurs of 
the ‘mixed multitude’’ which has accom- 
panied Israel from Egypt. A real hysteria 
of senseless grief sweeps over the camp, and 
sounds of weeping are heard in every tent ; 
then Moses, crushed by the burden of Is- 
rael’s ingratitude and unbelief, sinks down 
in abject despair (vs. 4-15). 

This discontent of the people is the more 
criminal in view of their recent experiences 
at Sinai. There God had met with them, 
had accepted them as his ‘ peculiar treas- 
ure,’’ had made a solemn covenant with 
them, had promised to bring them to a glo- 
rious land, had taken up his abode with 
them, and as they journeyed has even now 
been moving before them in a chariot of 
cloud. The despair of Moses is likewise 
less excusable when we remember how day 
after day he has been in the presence of 
God, has spoken with him face to face, and 
has been assured of his guidance and help 
and mercy and grace. It is against such a 
background of blessings that we must study 
this story of discontent and despair. 

However, the greater the fault of the peo- 
ple and of Moses appears, the brighter shines 
forth the marvelous patience and pity of God. 


Daily Studies 


Monday.—In Exodus 32 we were given 
the distressing picture of Israel worshiping a 
golden calf; but then followed the story of 
the repentant people obeying God in the 
erection of the tabernacle (chaps. 35-40). 
The Book of Leviticus contains dlrections to 
guide the priests and Levites and people in 
their worship of God, in connection with 
this ‘‘tent of meeting.’? ‘The general con- 
tent of the book is as follows : 


A. The Provision for Worship. 
1. Atonement. ‘The offerings (chaps. 1-7). 
2. Mediation. ‘The priesthood (chaps. 
8-10). 

B. The Requisite for Worship, Holiness. 
1. Purification, ceremonial» cleanness 
(chaps. 11-16). 2. Separation, moral 
oleanness (chaps. 17-20). 3. Holiness 
of priests (chaps. 21-22). 














LESSON FOR OCT. 5 (Num. rr : 4-33) 


C. The Times for Worship. 
Consecration. ‘' The sabbaths’’ (chaps. 


23-27). 

These great, outstanding truths of the book 
suggest the great privileges of Israel, as a 
people in fellowship with God, specially 
chosen to worship him; and every review 
of these truths emphasizes the guilt of Israel 
in rebelling against God and in distrusting 
his love. Such privileges, too, are ours to- 
day. In Christ we have our perfect Offering 
and our Great High Priest. By him we are 
called to a life of holiness ; through him we 
can at all times find access to God in real 
worship. If God has made such provision 
for our redemption, we should have all con- 
fidence in the love of his daily providence, 
and should be kept from the sins of discon- 
tent and despair, 

Tuesday.—The Book of Numbers is named 
from the two enumerations of Israel, one at 
Sinai (chap. 1), and the other forty years 
later, at the Jordan (chap. 26). The Jewish 
designation, from the fifth word of the first 
verse (in the Hebrew), is more suggestive ; 
it is ‘*In the Wilderness’’; for the book 
contains an account of the experiences of 
Israel from the time the tabernacle is erected 
at Sinai until the people are mustered on 
the plain of Moab to enter the promised 
Jand, The main divisions of the book are as 
follows: Preparations for the Journey (1: I 
to 10:10). The March from Sinai to Ca- 
naan, and the Repulse (10: 11 to 14: 45). 
The Thirty-eight Years of Waiting and Wan- 
dering (chaps. 15-19). The Fortieth Year 
(chaps, 20-36). Christians have always found 
instruction and guidance from these wilder- 
ness experiences of Israel (1 Cor. 10: I-13). 
For all of us there are some wilderness expe- 
riences, but by far the larger portion are 
needless, and come from the discontent and 
foolish fears of doubt and unbelief. By faith 
we should now dwell ‘‘in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus’? (Eph. 1: 3; 2:5, 6). 

Wednesday.—The murmuring of the peo- 
ple and the despair of Moses, as soon as the 
march begins, appear distressing when we 
remember how much there had been to 
strengthen their faith in the preparation for 
the journey recorded in the chapters which 
open the Book of Numbers (chaps. I-10). 
Let us notice some of these facts, and ask 
ourselves what similar provisions God has 
made for keeping us from discouragement 
and discontent. 

The numbering of the people and their 
array (chaps. I, 2) were according to the ex- 
press command of God. It strengthens us 
to remember that we belong to the great 
company of God’s people, and that he has a 
place and task for each of us (Eph, 2 : 12, 13, 
19; 2: IO). 

The appointed service of the Levites 
(chaps. 3, 4) suggests that there are forms of 
peculiarly sacred service we can render as 
ambassadors of Christ (Acts 1 : 8; 2 Cor. 
5: 20,21). The holiness required (chap. 5) 
and the signs of voluntary consecration (chap. 
6) were continual reminders of the presence 
of God and of complete dedication to him. 

The gifts for the tabernacle (chap. 7) and 
the consecration of the Levites (chap. 8) 
called attention to the ‘* house ’’ in which the 
divine King was abiding in the midst of his 
people. The observing of the Passover (9 
: I-14) gave assurance of God’s protection 
by commemorating a great national deliver- 
ance (1 Cor, II : 23-26). 

The cloud that rested upon the tabernacle 
(Num. 9 : 15-23) was the pavilion of Jehovah 
and the instrument of divine guidance (Rom. 
8:14). The silver trumpets were to bear 
continual messages of God’s promised help 
(Num. 10: 1-10; Rom. 8: 37; 1 Cor. 10: 13). 

Thursday.—l\n spite of all God had prom- 
ised the people, and after all he had pro- 
vided for them, they are soon found com- 
plaining (Num. 11: I-3) and in an agony of 
discontent (11: 10), It is true that their 
fault was due in part to the influence of 
others (11:4). Much dissatisfaction in the 
Christian life may be traced to what we hear 
from others who are but nominal followers of 
Christ, and who have never realized the 
blessedness of the new life, its deep inspira- 
tion and its hopes (John 7 : 37,38). 

In large measure the fault was due to 
their stubborn unbelief and to their unwill- 
ingnes: to suffer a little present privation in 
view of all the blessings which awaited them 
in the land of promise (Jas. 1 : 13-16; Matt. 
16: 24-27). The sin is emphasized by the 
historian as he describes the provision God 
had already graciously made for their need 
(Num. 11: 7-9). They had been influenced 
to look back upon the gratifications of the 
past, and been made to forget that bondage 
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had made bitter even such delights. They 
should have been looking upward to God 
their deliverer and forward to the land he had 
promised (Col, 3 : 1-3). 

Friday.—After all God has done to assure 
Moses of his aid and love, he feels that he 
is bearing his burdens alone, that they are 
too great, and that life is no longer worth 
living (Ileb. 13: 5-6; 1 Pet. 5:7; Matt. 
II : 28-30). Yet Moses does not stand 
alone in his sinful, pitiful despair. We re- 
member Elijah under the juniper tree (1 
Kings 19), and Jonah beneath the withered 
gourd (Jonan 4), both prophets in absolute 
hopelessness immediately after their greatest 
achievements. (Read also Job 3 and Jere- 
miah 15). Moses seems to have failed in 
his strongest point as he petulantly addresses 
God (Num, 12:3). It was a similar failure 
which was to cost him the loss of the very 
goal and desire of his life (Num. 20: I-13). 
We have no invulnerable points, and should 
ever be on our guard against temptations (1 
Cor, 10: 12; Mark 14: 38). 

Saturday.—In spite of its tone of irrev- 
erent anger and its spirit of unbelieving de- 
spair, God regarded the cry of Moses as a 
prayer for help, and directed Moses to choose 
seventy elders to aid him in his work. 
These elders God equipped for their task 
by the power and influence of his Spirit. 
Two of the elders were not with Moses, 
but were in the camp when the Spirit 
manifested himself in them; Joshua feared 
that this might suggest some divided au- 
thority or detract from the dignity of Moses. 
The noble reply of the great leader may well 
be pondered (Num, I1 : 24-29). It reminds 
us that the power of the Holy Spirit can be 
conferred by no man, and is independent of 
place (Acts 10 : 44-48). We need only to 
yield ourselves more and more wholly to the 
service of the Lord, and we shall be more 
completely filled with his Spirit (Eph. 5 : 18). 

Sunday.—God interpreted the cry of Mo- 
ses as a request for help, so he most gra- 
ciously received the rebellious wail of the 
people as a petition for food. He answered 
Moses both by providing the elders to aid 
him and by promising to give the people 
flesh to eat. He replied to the people by 
giving them such a supply of quails that in 
their gluttony they brought upon themselves 
a plague (Num. I1 : 31-34). God answers 
our prayers in spite of their imperfection ; 
his interpretations of them are most gra- 








Growing Stronger 
Apparently, with Advancing Age 


At the age of 50 years I collapsed from 
excessive coffee drinking,” writes a man 
in Mo. ‘For four years I shambled 
about with the aid of crutches or cane, 
most of the time unable to dress myself 
without help. 

‘*My feet were greatly swollen, my 
right arm was shrunken and twisted in- 
ward, the fingers of my right hand were 
clenched and could not be extended ex- 
cept with great effort and pain. Noth- 
ing seemed to give me more than tem- 
porary relief. 

Now, during all this time and for 
about 30 years previously, I drank daily 
an average of 6 cups of strong coffee— 
rarely missing a meal. 

‘*My wife at last took my case into 


her own hands and bought some Postum.. 


She made it according to directions and 
I liked it fully as well as the best high- 
grade coffee. 

‘‘Improvement set in at once. In 
about six months I began to work alittle, 
and in less than a year I was very much 
better, improving rapidly from day to 
day. I am now in far better health 
than most men of my years and appar- 


ently growing stronger with advancing | 


age. 

‘‘I am busy every day at some kind 
of work and am able to keep up with the 
procession without a cane. he arm 
and hand that were once almost useless, 
now keep far ahead in rapidity of move- 
ment and beauty of penmanship.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Write for copy of the little 
book, ‘‘ The Road to Wellville.” 

Postum comes in two forms : 

Regular Postum—must be well boiled. 

Instant Postum is a soluble powder. 
A teaspoonful dissolves quickly in a 
cup of hot water, and, with the addition 
of cream and sugar, makes a delicious 
beverage instantly. 

‘*There’s a reason” for Postum. 





cious ; yet the granting of our requests some- 
times results in greater temptations and in 
self-imposed penalties (Psa, 106 : 14, 15). 
The abundance of food proved more perilous 
than the scant supply for their necessities 
(1 Cor. 10: 1-13). God was not unmindful 
of the sinful element in their request, and 
his discipline taught them the danger of self- 
will and the folly of discontent (Psa. 37). 


Questions for Review 

1. What is the significance of the word 
** Leviticus ’’ ? 

2. What are the main teachings of the 
book bearing this name? 

3. Which books of the Old Testament re- 
late the wilderness experiences of Israel? 

4. What is the general outline of the Book 
of Numbers? 

5. What was the enrolment of Israel ? 
(Num. 2: 32; 26:51; Exod. 12: 37; 38: 
26; Deut. 10 : 22), 

6. On what occasions do we read of the 
murmurings of Israel, and when of the 
wrath of Moses? ' 

7. What are some New Testament teach- 
ings in reference to discontent and discour- 
agement? (Matt. 6 : 25-34; Phil. 4: 6, 7, 
1I-13,-19; 2 Cor. 9: 8). 


Books for Reference 


‘¢From the Nile to Nebo,’’ Franklin E. 
Iloskins, pp. 162-188 (The Sunday School 
Times Co., $3). 

‘*The Book of Numbers,’’ Expositor’s 
Bible, Chap. 1X (Doran, 60 cents). 

‘*Notes on Numbers,’’ by ‘*C. H. M,”’ 
(Revell, 50 cents). 

** Kadesh-Barnea,’’ by H, Clay Trumbull 
(Scribners, $3). 

**Moses the Servant of God,’’ Meyer 
(Revell, 50 cents net). 


PRINCETON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 





For Family Worship 
By John Timothy Stone, D.D. 











MONG the many religious problems of 
Christian nations that of education 
stands in the forefront. The home- 

training is not generally what it once was, 
and a greater responsibility rests in conse- 
quence upon the college or university. 
‘These institutions have greatly multiplied, 
especially in America, The great state uni- 
versities are fast coming to the front in num- 
bers and influence. We should pray most 
earnestly for them, that those who teach and 
instruct may be men and women of character 
and force in influencing our youth to devote 
their lives to others and to the great world’s 
welfare. 


September 29 to October 5 
Mon.—Num. 11 : 10-18, 24, 25. 
Moses’ Cry for Help. 

God’s answer to Moses’ cry was not one 
of direct relief, but of wise plan and sugges- 
tion, We are to work out our own salva- 
tion, knowing that it is God that worketh in 
us. Awise plan of organization is far better 
than an ability to do all one’s self. 

Dear Lord, in our moments of discourage- 
ment or anxiety, may we, like Moses, pour 
out our hearts unto thee, rather than to our 
fellow-man. We thank thee that thy ways 
and methods are practical, and that thou 
doest thy work through organized activity. 
Thus make us wise. We pray thee, in 
Christ?’s name. Amen, 


Tues.—Num. 9: 1-14, Keeping the Passover. 
There are many lessons to take to heart in 
the ancient customs of Israel, but none more 
full.of meaning than that of keeping the 
Passover. Every one must hold in sacred 


| memory God’s great deliverance from Egypt. 


Ceremonial need never degenerate into for- 
malism, but ever be kept sincere and vital. 


Eternal and immortal God, our Father, we 
praise thee for thy great deliverances, and for 
thy atoning love. May we ever holdin sacred 
memory those forms of worship which call to 
our remembrance thy forgiveness and love, 
and gain the blessing which results. In 
Chris? s name, Amen, 


Wed.—Num. 9 : 15-23. 
The Cloud upon the Tabernacle. 

What a wonderful calm and peace would 
result in our lives if we could ever and al- 
ways know we were being led by the Lord. 
Many of us are in great danger of running 
ahead of the Lord. Some lives have been 
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wrecked in usefulness by just this method, 
God’s time for advence will always be evi- 
denced to the one who watches ‘‘ the cloud.” 


Our God and Father, we would commit 
into thy hands our future, both in plan and 
in daily duty. We would not stop nor ad- 
vance save as thou dost lead us. May we 
ever be watchful and ready, and never allow 
impatience nor petulance to hasten us beyond 
thy direction. In thy name. Amen, 


Thurs.—Num. 11: 1-9. The People Murmur. 

There is a great benefit in overcoming the 
tendency to complain, It grows upon one 
if not conquered, but responds to patient 
effort. Complaining souls are always un- 
happy and carry the contagion of their dis- 
satisfaction to others. A quiet, contented 
spirit is usually a growth. Paul said: ‘*Z 
have learned to be content.”’ 


Our loving Lord, we ask thy forgiveness 
for our many complaints and our discon- 
tent. May we learn to accept all thy gifts 
with gratitude and joy, never worrying about 
past errors nor apprehending future experi- 
ences. May we gain a quiet, happy spirit, 
that our lives may reflect thine own Joy. 
For Christ’s sake. Amen, 


Fri.—Jer. 14: 7-22, A Prophet's Intercession. 
Jeremiah’s lot was a hard one, but his in- 
fluence with God was great. No one could 
pour out his heart in such penitent, prevail- 
ing petition to God without influence and 
power. We do not value as we ought the 
blessing of men and women of prayer. 


Ever-loving and blessed Lord, may our 
petitions be from our hearts, and may we 
prevail with thee in prayer for others, No 
matter how troubled we may be with the sins 
of others, may we never fail to take to thee 
in prayer all matters of anxiety, believing 
thou wilt hear us, In Jesus’ name, Amen, 


Set.— John 17 : 1-11. 
Jesus’ Prayer of Intercession. 


This prayer of our Lord is really ‘* The 
Lord’s Prayer,’’ rather than that which we 
call **the Lord’s Prayer.’’ No other words 
of our Saviour so reveal his mutual love to the 
Father and to his fellow-men, The meaning 
of the cross and his eternal sacritice is. seen 
and felt in this wonderful prayer for us, 


Our blessed Lord, teach us to pray. May 
we have that hunger and thirst after right- 
cousness which may voice for us our true and 
strong petitions, O Master, may we learn 
Jrom thee the meaning and j ower of prayer, 
and gain from thee the lessons of humility 
and devotion, In thy name, Amen, 
Sun.—John 17 : 12-26 

Jesus’ Prayer of Intercession (continued). 

Christ prayed that his joy might be fulfilled 
in us. Christ believes in the joyful life. He 
also prays that we may be sanctified. It is 
possible to live a very happy life and a holy 
life too. By this combination the Christian 
glorifies God. 

May we, O God, make the joy of the Lord 
our strength. May happiness and holiness 
combine in our lives, and may thy name and 
life be glorified in us. May this week, 
which we have begun to-day, be one of joy 
and peace to us, and through us to others. 
For Christ’s sake, Amen. 


Ghe Sanday School Gines 


Philadelphia, Sept. 20, 1913 








Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
“ second-class matter.”” 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States and 
Canada, ‘These sates include postage: 

Five or more copies, either to 
31.00 separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, $1.00 each, per year. 


One copy, or any number of 
$1 -50 covies less than five, $1.50 each, 
per year. 


One copy, five years, $6.00, 
. One free copy addi- 
Free Copies  jionsi will beallowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
$1.00 rate, 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber beyond the 


time paid for, except by special request. 
Enough copies of any one issue of the paper to 





enable all the teachers of a school toexamine it, wild 
oe sent free upon application. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL Timgs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadeiphis, Pa. 
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Money market manipulations do not affect 
Calvert Mortgage Company. 


PERCENT 
Certificates 


A sound, non-fluctuating investment—al- 
ways worth full face value and always 
both certain and regular in interest 
return. 





Back of every dollar you invest there is 
invariably at least two dollars of care- 
fully selected real estate security. 


These certificates are issued for $100, or 
even multiples of that sum. They run 
for two years and are then payable on 
demand at any time. 


Interest checks mailed promptly every six 
months. 


Write to-day for the Six Per- 
cent booklet. It is interesting 


CALVERT MORTGAGE COMPANY 
1064 Calvert Building, Baltimore, Md. 

















Scientific methods with prac- 
tical ibeaty Large faculty 


| Hartford ®: toa! tral 
Theological 


Graduate fellowships, both 
foreign and resident. Open 
to all college graduates. 3 Seminary 


Associated with 
Hartford School of Religious Pedagogy 
Training Sunday School and other lay workers. 
artford School of Missions 
Fitting for foreign service 
Address Dean M.W. JACOBUS, Hartford,Ct. 








HYMNS OF WORSHIP 
AND SERVICE 
for the SUNDAY SCHOOL 


On a par with the progressive and educa- 
tional literature issued in the interest 
of religious education. 
Introductory Price, full cloth, 30 cents. 
Jor a sample copy. 


The Century Co., Union Square, New York 
to distrib- 


We Will Pay You $120.00 ute reli- 


ious literature in your community, Sixty days’ work. 
f xperience not required, Man or woman. pportu- 
nity for Prometion. Spare time may be used, Interna- 
tional Bible Press, 654 Winston Bidg., Philadelphia. 


WAKE. YOUR SUNDAY SCHOOL GROW 


increases atte sson stu 
carrying Bibles and church’ going. 


Send 

















Costs nothing to 





try. Has helped hundreds of schools. Will help yours. 
C. BE. JOHNSON, Dept. 6, BLOOMINGTON, ILL. 
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President Woodrow Wilson's 
message to the representatives 
of world-wide Sunday-school 
work in convention at Zurich, 
Switzerland, July 8-15, 1913, 
is printed on an attractive Rally 
Day Post Card from an auto- 
graph copy sent by the Presi- 
dent’s authority to The Sunday 
School Times. 


The cards are printed in sepia 
with a facsimile autograph of 
President Wilson, and a fine 
half-tone reproduction from a 
recent photograph. There is 
the usual space for the message 
on the address side of the card, 
which Sunday-schools can use 
to good advantage in sending 
out their invitations to the Rally 
Day exercises of their school. 


The price is 60 cents per 100, 
postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Co. 
r0o3r Walnut St., Philadelphia 
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| Children at Home 








Uncle Ned’s 
By Adelbert F. Caldwell 


Museum 


OR days, Joel Denman had looked for- 
F ward to Uncle Ned’s taking him to the 
city, for the opening of the new Far- 
rington Museum. And now, the day before 
they were going, notice had been received of 
a postponement of the opening for one week. 

‘*I—I wouldn’t care so much,” said Joel, 
disappointedly, ‘‘ about not going to-morrow ; 
but now I can’t go at all—not with Uncle 
Ned, for his visit ends Wednesday, and so he 
won’t be here when the museum’s opened, 
to take me. And Uncle Ned’s the best guide 
a fellow ever had ; he knows everything about 
natural history.’’ 

*¢ But some one can go with you, Joel,’’ 
suggested Mrs, Denman. **It won’t be as 
though you couldn’t go,’ 

‘‘T know,’’ replied Toel, ** but that won’t 
be Uncle Ned.”’ 

‘* What’s that!’’ and Uncle Ned pushed 
open the dining-room door, 

‘*T was just telling how disappointed I am, 
Uncle Ned, that we can’t go to Paxton, and 
see all the things you promised to show me 
in the new museum,”’ said Joel, dolefully. 

**It is too bad,’’ and Uncle Ned looked 
thoughtful. ‘* But,’’ after a moment’s reflec- 
ticn, ‘‘I’ll tell you what we’ll do.’’ 

‘*Go somewhere ?’’ was Joel’s eager ques- 
tion. ‘*To Paxton ?’’ 

**No-o; not there,’’ smiled Uncle Ned. 
‘*Let’s visit our own museum to-morrow! 
We've a splendid one, which I don’ t believe 
you ever thoroughly went through.’’ 

‘* A museum; ours?’’ exclaimed Joel, in- 
credulously. ‘‘ I—I didn’t know before that 
we had a museum.’’ 

‘¢ We certainly have,’’ insisted Uncle Ned, 
mysteriously; ‘‘one of the finest in the 
world,”’ 

‘¢ That’s something I never knew before,’’ 
mused Joel, as he went to the barn for some 
eggs. - ‘{A.museum on our own farm! It 
doesn’t seem possible! But, of course, there 
is, if Uncle Ned says so; he wouldn’t say it 
if there wasn’t.” 

Early, after breakfast, the next morning, 
Uncle Ned came down-stairs, with a small 
butterfly net, some tin boxes, and several 
other things that Joel had never seen before. 

‘* Where are we going first ?’’ asked Joel, 
and he waited curiously for Uncle Ned’s 
reply. 

‘*Let me see; 
ence,’’ quickly, 

‘* But aren’t we going to the museum !”’ 

‘* Certainly, but that’s all around us—ev- 
erywhere.’’ 

** But you said—’’ 

‘*Suppose we begin here,’’ interrupted 
Joel’s uncle, and he set down the things he 
carried in his hands, and began to inspect 
closely an ant-hill, .‘* How many legs has an 
ant, Joel?”’ 

‘*T—I don’t know,”’ replied the boy. 

**So there is one thing in our museum that 
you haven’t examined?’’ and Uncle Ned 
drew from one of his pockets a microscope. 

Then Uncle Ned explained a dozen inter- 
esting things about the busy little insects, 
many of which Joel could have found out for 
himself, had he known it to be poésible. 

**My! I didn’t think just a common ant- 
hill could be so interesting !’’ exclaimed Joel, 
in surprised delight, after they had finished 
their inspection. 
day, and still there would be more to learn. 
I begin to like our museum, Uncle Ned, it’s 
great! better, I believe, than the one at Pax- 
ton.”’ 

**It certainly is larger,’’? declared Uncle 
Ned, ‘‘and the beauty of it is that we can go 
to it any day we wish.’’ 

**And not have to pay any admission, 
either,’’ added Joel, enthusiastically. 

**T guess we’d better go into the bird de- 
partment now,’’ decided Uncle Ned. 

And there they remained till dinner time, 
counting the different kinds of birds that 
summered in the vicinity of the Denman 
home, and distinguishing each one’s particu- 
lar note. It seemed to Joel that he had nev- 
er passed so delightful a forenoon. 

‘**And we haven’t begun to get through 
our museum,’’ said Uncle Ned. ‘It will 
take all summer to see all the curious things 
in it, and then one couldn’t get through,’’ 


it hardly makes any differ- 


” 





‘*We could stay here all | 








**No; and that’s what 1’m glad of,’”’ an- 
nounced Joel, happily. ‘I'll have a place 
to go whenever I want to see something in- 
teresting. It was awfully good of you, Uncle 
Ned, to take me to our museum. If 
hadn’t, I don’t believe I’d ever know we 
one. And such a big one, too!’’ 


GREENCASTLE, INDIANA, 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, October - 1913 


The Ideal Christian. X. His Co-opera- 
tion with Others (Col. 4 : 1-18). 
Consecration meeting. 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Co-operation in prayer (Exod. 17 : 
8-16). 

Turs.—Organized to fight (Neh. 4 : 7-14). 

WED.-—Committee of help (Mark 2: 1-5). 

‘}HURS.—Fellowship in evangelism (Mark 


6 : 7-13). 

FR1I.—One spirit (Phil. 1 : 27-30). 

SAT. a with all good men (Mark 
9 : 38-42). 











How may we co-operate with others in our 
city ? 
Give reasons why there is strength in union, 


What does the Bible say about co-operation 
in work? 


EVER before in the history of the 
Christian church has there been as 
much loving co-operation and unity 

among Christians as at the present day. It 
is common for those who are not in sympathy 
with Christianity to allege that it is disunited 
and at strife. One of our cynical funny 
papers recently printed a picture entitled 
‘¢ The Way to Salvation.’’ It represented a 
traveler, on a road sufficiently broad and 
simple behind him, standing bewildered be- 
fore a multitude of diverging tortuous ways. 
And often Christians have it thrown in their 
teeth that-each of the noa-Christian religions 
is united and harmonious, while Christianity 
is filled with division and discord. This is 
nonsense, as any one familiar with the non- 
Christian religions knows. And it is equal 
nonsense to represent Christians as discord- 
ant in fheir testimony as to the way of salva- 
tion. All agree in simply pointing to Christ. 
Some churches represent more as essential 
to the life of the church than others believe 
to be essential, but practically all Christians 
agree that Christ is the only way to salvation 
for the souls of men, 


% 


And not only is there this central agree- 
ment, but it is safe to say also that there is less 
schism and strife to-day than there has ever 
been. Even the apostolic age had its fac- 
tional bitterness. ‘here was the great con- 
flict between the Jewish and Gentile parties, 
and Paul’s letters to the Corinthians show 
how much division could creep into an indi- 
vidual church, The early centuries after the 
apostolic age were nota time of special unity, 
and even the period before the Reformation, 
when outwardly there appeared to be one 
great church unifying the whole life of Chris- 
tianity, was a period of inner division, desti- 
tute of real unity and co-operation. 


% 

Co-operation is necessary in the interest of 
efficiency. ‘The work that is to be done by 
the church is too big, too costly, and too 
difficult to be done by any one body of 
Christians, or by all bodies of Christians 
working independently of each other. The 
attempt to do the work which needs to be 
done to-day in any such way as this would 
be wasteful and impracticable. Christians 
are so clearly agreed on the vital things 
needing to be done, that it is their duty to 
unite in doing those things which can only be 
done through united effort before they divide 
to do the things on which they are disagreed. 

The supreme need of to-day is not conser- 
vation of natural resources, nor even of waste 
vital and moral resources. It is not our 
social and industrial. problems. All these 
are vital, But our supreme problem is the 
whole issue of the type and standard and 
quality of personal and national character 
back of these. And this goes deep into the 
heart of the gospel, where we are one. No 
more co-operative machinery can accomplish 
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what needs to be done, but only a great one- 
ness of love. 
% 


Are we ready to work with all other Chris- 
tians ? 


Are we ready to associate with them as 
intimately as we shall be called upon to do 
in heaven? 

Are we more ready to find our common 
ground with them than to justify our separa- 
tion from them ? 

Can we be sure that where we separate 
from other Christians we are not separating 
also from Christ? Perhaps he is with them 
just where we go away from them. 








Distinctly! Clearly! Perfectly! 


every kind of sound with the aid of 
the latest marvelous invention, the 


NEW 4-TONE 


Mears Ear Phone| 


The great, new electrical marvel for the 
deaf. Perfect hearing at last! This remark- 
able invention has four different sound 
strengths, four different adjustments, in- 
stantly changed by a touch of the finger. You 
regulate the instrument by a tiny switch to 
meet any condition of your ear or to hear any 

versation near you 
or s fro 


m tance. The whole 
range of hearin “of the healthy, natural ear 
is covered by this new 4-Toneée Special Model 
Mears Ear Phone. 


Limited Offer 


Write at once for our Special In- 
troductory Offer on this new wonder. To ad- 
vertise and quickly introduce this greatest of 
all inventions for the deaf, we are going to 
sell the first lot of these new four-tone phones 
DI from our laboratory to users at the 
jobber’s lowest net price. This offer applies 
only to the first lot finished—a limited num- 
ber. Write today—send the coupon—and you 
can save more than one-half the retail price. 
A few dollars, payable on easy terms if de- 
sired, secures you complete relief from your 
affliction. Send the coupen immediately— 
don’t delay. Save both Wholesaler’s and 
Retailer’s profits, 


> Wehavediscontinued all our 
Notice: American branch offices and 
agencies. The New 4-Tone Mearsis sold direct 
Srom our New York wr only. 


Try ng sy 10 Da ae FREE 


our Own 
Every Mears Ear Phone 

is sold only on Free Trial. Ask about our 
great free trial offer. Test this amazing in- 
strument on your own ears, under any condi- 
tions of service for ten days. Nothing to pay 
for the trial. The Mears Ear Phone is the 
only scientific and perfect hearing device for 
the deaf. Already 14,000 Single Tone Mears Ear 
Phones have been sold. 

If you live in or near New York please 
callat our office for free demonstration. 


Send Coupon Now 








For FREE Book “tipon 


The Mears Ear Phone book ex- ¢ 

plains all the causes of deaf- @ Mears Ear 
ness; ae, oe @ Phone Co. 
progress of the malady an 
how to treat it. Send the ¢ Suite = 
coupon at once for Free - . 34th Street 
Book and our great ‘New York, N. Y. 


Special Introductory 
Gentlemen: Please 
Offer. Send atonce. # mail me, free and post- 


id, your Mears Ear 
Mears Ear ¢ - Ph none Booklet and partic- 


ulars of your Special Intro- 

P honeCo. Saase Offer on your new 

Suite 6176 e model Four-Tone Mears Ear 
a @ Phone and Free Trial Offer. 




















